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Burgos, Alexander N 

Subject: FW: Temporary Rule-15A NCAC 10F .0303 

 
From: Casola, William <william.casola@ncwildlife.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2026 11:16 AM 
To: Wiggs, Travis C <travis.wiggs@oah.nc.gov> 
Cc: Burgos, Alexander N <alexander.burgos@oah.nc.gov>; Rules, Oah <oah.rules@oah.nc.gov> 
Subject: RE: Temporary Rule-15A NCAC 10F .0303 
 
Thanks Travis!  
 
 
 
From: Wiggs, Travis C <travis.wiggs@oah.nc.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2026 9:54 AM 
To: Casola, William <william.casola@ncwildlife.gov> 
Cc: Burgos, Alexander N <alexander.burgos@oah.nc.gov>; Rules, Oah <oah.rules@oah.nc.gov> 
Subject: Re: Temporary Rule-15A NCAC 10F .0303 
 
Good morning, 
 
My review finds that your agency's findings of need statement meets the criteria in G.S. 150B-21.1(a)(1) and the 
Rule complies with the standards in 150B-21.9.  I intend to recommend approval at the RRC meeting on October 
29, 2026. 
 
The attached Rule is final and can be placed on October's agenda.  Please let me know if you have questions. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Travis C. Wiggs 
Rules Review Commission Counsel 
Office of Administrative Hearings 
Telephone: 984-236-1929 
Email: travis.wiggs@oah.nc.gov 
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15A NCAC 10F .0303 is amended under temporary procedures as follows: 1 

 2 

15A NCAC 10F .0303 BEAUFORT COUNTY 3 

(a)  Regulated Areas. This Rule applies to the following waters in Beaufort County: 4 

(1) Aurora. 5 

(A) the waters within 50 yards of Smith Creek Boating Access Area on Smith Creek, 3484 NC 6 

Highway 33 E; and 7 

(B) the waters within 50 yards of Aurora Boating Access Area on South Creek, 1 Main Street. 8 

(2) Belhaven. 9 

(A) the waters within 50 yards of Belhaven Boating Access Area on Pantego Creek, 135 West 10 

Water Street; and 11 

(B) the waters within 50 yards of Wrights Creek Boating Access Area on Pungo Creek, 1922 12 

Wilkins Road. 13 

(3) Chocowinity. 14 

(A) the portion of Blounts Creek north of a line 35 175 yards south-southeast of the Mouth of 15 

the Creek Bridge from a point on the east shore at 35.43187 N, 76.96823 W 35.43333 N, 16 

76.96985 W to a point on the west shore at 35.43212 N, 76.97193 W 35.43267 N, 76.97196 17 

W and south of a line 350 yards north-northeast of the Mouth of the Creek Bridge from a 18 

point on the east shore at 35.43553 N, 76.96962 W to a point on the west shore at 35.43679 19 

N, 76.97011 W; 20 

(B) the canals at the eastern end of the peninsula between Chocowinity Bay and the Pamlico 21 

River at Fork Point and Whichard Beach, beginning at the canal entrance off Chocowinity 22 

Bay at a point a 35.50296 N, 77.03043 W and beginning at the canal entrance off the 23 

Pamlico River at a point at 35.50340 N, 77.02364 W; and 24 

(C) Blounts Creek south of a line 100 yards north of the Blounts Creek Boating Access Area 25 

at 350 Crisp Landing Road, from a point on the east shore at 35.40846 N, 76.96091 W to 26 

a point on the west shore at 35.40834 N, 76.96355 W, and north of a line 100 yards south 27 

of Cotton Patch Landing, from a point on the east shore at 35.40211 N, 76.96573 W to a 28 

point on the west shore at 35.40231 N, 76.96702 W. 29 

(4) Washington. 30 

(A) the portion of Broad Creek south of a line from a point on the east shore at 35.49472 N, 31 

76.95693 W to a point on the west shore at 35.49477 N, 76.96014 W and north of a line 32 

from a point on the east shore at 35.48894 N, 76.95052 W to a point on the west shore at 33 

35.48660 N, 76.95879 W; 34 

(B) the waters within 50 yards of Masons Landing Boating Access Area on Tranters Creek, 35 

625 Clarks Neck Road; and 36 
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(C) the waters within 50 yards of Havens Garden Boating Access Area on Runyon Creek, 1053 1 

East Main Street. 2 

(5) the navigable portion of Nevil Creek extending upstream from its mouth at the Pamlico River; 3 

(b)  Speed Limit. No person shall operate a vessel at greater than no-wake speed within the regulated areas identified 4 

in Paragraph (a) of this Rule. 5 

(c)  Placement of Markers.  6 

(1) the Board of Commissioners of Beaufort County shall be the designated agency implementing the 7 

portion of Parts (a)(3)(C) south of the Blounts Creek Boating Access Area; and Parts (a)(2)(A) and 8 

(B), (a)(3)(A) and (B), and (a)(5) of this Rule; 9 

(2) the City of Washington shall be the designated agency implementing Parts (a)(4)(A) through 10 

(a)(4)(C) of this Rule; and 11 

(3) the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission shall be the designated agency implementing 12 

the portion of Part (a)(3)(C), the waters of Blounts Creek shore to shore from 100 yards north of the 13 

Blounts Creek Boating Access Area to 100 yards south of the Boating Access Area; and Parts 14 

(a)(1)(A) and (B) of this Rule. 15 

 16 

History Note: Authority G.S. 75A-3; 75A-15; 17 

Eff. February 1, 1976; 18 

Amended Eff. September 1, 2013; September 1, 2010; June 1, 1998; April 1, 1997; June 1, 1989; 19 

March 1, 1987; April 1, 1986; March 4, 1979; 20 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. December 21 

6, 2016; 22 

Amended Eff. April 1, 2026; May 1, 2019; October 1, 2018; November 1, 2017. 2017; 23 

Emergency Amendment Effective August 10, 2026. 2026; 24 

Temporary Amendment Eff. November 6, 2026. 25 
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Burgos, Alexander N 

Subject: FW: Temporary Rule-15A NCAC 10F .0303  
Attachments: 15A NCAC 10F .0303.docx 

 
From: Casola, William <william.casola@ncwildlife.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2026 11:13 AM 
To: Wiggs, Travis C <travis.wiggs@oah.nc.gov> 
Cc: Burgos, Alexander N <alexander.burgos@oah.nc.gov> 
Subject: RE: Temporary Rule-15A NCAC 10F .0303 
 
Mr. Wiggs,  
 
We received two comments via our online comment portal. One in support of the rule amendment, 
expressing a desire for increased penalties for breaking the rule and support in protecting construction 
crew safety. The other comment opposed the rule amendment, stating the agency should “present a 
detailed, scientifically rigorous study that unequivocally demonstrates the ecological, economic, and 
safety justifications for this measure.” The agency believes the safety concerns are well documented, 
and that the expanded no-wake zone will not have an ecological or economic impact.  No comments 
were received at the Sept 3rd public hearing.  
 
I’ve attached an updated version of the rule text with the updated Temp. Eff Date.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
Best, 
 
Will Casola 
 
 

 

Will Casola, PhD  
Policy Analyst 
Office of Conserva�on Policy & Analysis   

1751 Varsity Drive, Raleigh, NC 27606 
Office: 919-707-0125 
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Burgos, Alexander N 

From: Wiggs, Travis C 
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2026 10:55 AM 
To: Casola, William 
Cc: Burgos, Alexander N 
Subject: Temporary Rule-15A NCAC 10F .0303 

Good morning, Mr. Casola, 
 
I'm the attorney assigned to review proposed temporary rule 15A NCAC 10F .0303 for the October RRC meeting. 
 
Has the Wildlife Resources received any public comments regarding this amendment?  Did the public make any 
statements at the September 3, 2026, hearing concerning this proposed rule? 
  
In the History Note, please change the "Temporary Amendment Eff." to November 6, 2026.  
 
Thanks,  
 
Travis C. Wiggs 
Rules Review Commission Counsel 
Office of Administrative Hearings 
Telephone: 984-236-1929 
Email: travis.wiggs@oah.nc.gov 
  
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties by an authorized 
state official. 
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