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On January 18, 1963 in the midst 
of the Civil Rights era,   the late 
Governor Terry Sanford 
established the North Carolina 
Good Neighbor Council by 
executive order.  Governor 
Sanford said, “ We will do this 
because it is honest and fair for us 
to give all men and women their 
best chance in life.”
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Upon taking office  in 1969, Governor Robert W. Scott 
emphasized the importance of the NC Good Neighbor 
Council’s operation:

❖ He requested NC General Assembly approve an 
increased budget to expand the operations and 
programs of the Council

❖ NC General Assembly and additional support from 
the Governor and Council of State were able to  
appropriate funds for expansion of Council’s services 
and programs through additional staff

❖ NC General Assembly revised structure of Council to 
provide a separation of the duties of the chairman of 
the Council and the director of the Council 

❖ Under new organizational structure, part of staff was 
redeployed to four geographic regions of the state to 
assist local councils, their directors in developing 
programs to improve human relations 
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o When Governor James Holshouser took office 
in 1973, NC Human Relations Council 
continued its operation of established 
programs. 

o In 1975, Community Opportunities for 
Educational Directions (COED), a special 
three (3) year project, begun under a U.S. 
Dept. of Health , Education and Welfare grant 
to work with schools to prevent and reduce 
the number of students who became isolated 
because of disciplinary actions or dropping 
out of school.

o In 1976, NC Human Relations Council’s 
budget was cut $200,00 by the General 
Assembly and nine (9) positions were lost.  
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▪ In 1985 when Governor James Martin took 
office, the NC Human Relations Council 
conducted four (4) public hearings across 
North Carolina. A report entitled, 
“Unequal Chances” was the compilation of 
the information received from the 
hearings and the Council’s 
recommendations. 

▪ As a result of the Council’s report, 
Governor Martin established, by executive 
order, the Governor’s Task Force on Racial, 
Religious, and Ethnic Violence and 
Intimidation. Council members were a 
part of the Task Force

▪ The Task Force’s work led to the NC 
General Assembly’s enactment of the 
North Carolina Civil Rights Interference 
Act, giving victims of hate-violence the 
legal right to sue their attackers and 
giving the Council the authority to bring 
suit on behalf of hate-violence victims
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▪ Due to the Task Force and Council’s report, legislation amending NC’s 
Criminal Code was also enacted increasing the punishment for crimes 
motivated by racial or ethnic hatred

▪ In 1987, NC Human Relations Council brought in over $600, o00 from the 
HUD which enabled the office to become 100% computerized. 

▪ Also in 1987,  the NC Human Relations Council hosted the National 
Association of Human Rights Workers’ annual conference in Charlotte, North 
Carolina.
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✓ In 1993 under Governor Hunt’s third term, NC Human Relations 
Commission became the staff for the Migrant Farmworker Council and 
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission.

✓ In October 1993, the Commission signed an agreement with HUD  in 
becoming a fully substantially equivalent Fair Housing agency. The 
Commission was the second state agency in the country and the first 
state in the southeast to receive this status. 

✓ The Commission receive a special grant of $165,000 from HUD to 
establish a nine-site Fair Housing computer intake network. The grant 
provided the agency with ten personal computers and two additional 
staff  members. 

✓ Between 1993 and 1994 with the Commission’s help,  five new local 
human relations commissions were established 

✓ In 1994 ,backlogged fair housing cases were resolved which resulted in a 
$120,000 cooperative funding agreement with HUD

✓ Two statewide television forums on human relations issues were held 
through the State’s OPEN/Net program 

✓ In April  1994, the Commission returned to the former tradition of 
having a statewide awards banquet to recognize individuals and 
businesses which had made  significant contributions to human 
relations issues
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• When Mike Easley  took office in 2001, the Commission 
continued to investigate fair housing cases and was involved 
in dealing with community relations issues throughout the 
state

• On December 6-7, 2001, CommUNITY 2000 North Carolina 
and the North Carolina Human Relations Commission 
sponsored the  North Carolina Hate Crimes Summit which 
invited local leaders to the summit to focus on, discuss and 
come up with recommendations on how to deal with hate 
violence issues in their communities. Approximately 100 
leaders from all over the state in local human relations 
commissions, state and local law enforcement agencies, state 
and local education leaders, civil rights advocates and leaders 
of community organizations came  to the summit

• From October to December of 2005, the Commission aided 
victims of Hurricane Katrina that were flown into the Raleigh 
area and placed in a temporary shelter until all of the victims 
could find housing either in North Carolina or find relatives in 
Louisiana, Georgia or Texas. The Commission handled some 
fair housing discrimination issues for some of the victims in 
North Carolina  



HISTORY OF NCHRC-
THE 2000’s



HISTORY OF NCHRC-
THE 2000’s



HISTORY OF NCHRC-
THE 2000’s

• When Governor Beverly Purdue took office in 
January 2009, the Commission went through a few 
changes due to the State’s loss in revenue

• The North Carolina General Assembly added a 
section in the State Fair Housing Act dealing with 
discriminatory land use.  The section basically 
states that land use planners, such as zoning 
boards, cannot discriminate based on the seven 
protected classes, or, with some exceptions, 
because a development or plan, may contain 
affordable housing. The section is in the State Fair 
Housing Act, N.C. General Statute § 41A-4(g)

• In the summer of 2009, the Commission lost four 
positions reducing the staff from 12 employees to 
nine (9) employees. One of the positions was a 
vacant position

• The Commission’s organization was restructured 
to combine the two sections of the division 
(community relations section and fair housing 
section) into one section (fair housing and 
community relations)

• The Commission continued to investigate fair 
housing discrimination complaints but 
discontinued some of its community relations 
programs such as the Hate Violence Information 
Network (HAVIN) and the annual Hate Crime/Bias 
Incidents Log.
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o When Governor Pat McCrory took his office in January 2013, 
NC Human Relations Commission did not have an executive 
director until July 2013 when Emily Hunter was hired into 
the position 

o In fall of 2013, the Commission applied for and received the 
U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development’s Fair 
Housing Assistance Programs’ Initiative Grant for $142,752

o With the grant, the Commission partnered with agencies 
and/or organizations in Fayetteville, Asheville , the North 
Carolina Cooperative Extension and the North Carolina 
Commission on Indian Affairs

o The grant allowed the Commission to develop fair housing 
discrimination brochures, develop fair housing brochures 
specifically geared towards the Native Indian population, 
provide training on fair housing design and construction 
issues, add a position to the Commission’s staff, purchase 
and get an exhibition booth for the Commission   

o The Commission continued to investigate fair housing 
discrimination complaints, provide fair housing to housing 
providers, cultural diversity training for local governmental 
agencies and community organizations and human relation 
orientation training to the local human relations 
commissions/councils throughout the state
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In the fiscal year of 2014, the Commission conducted 60 outreach/trainings to housing 
providers, community organizations, city and county employees that reached 
approximately 1,620 people.

In January 2015, the Commission reinstituted the annual Hate Crime and Hate Bias 
Incidents Log for the state of North Carolina. 

In summer of 2015 within the North Carolina General Assembly discussions concerning 
the state budget, the North Carolina Senate proposed a bill to eliminate the North 
Carolina Human Relations Commission by July 2016. However, the North Carolina 
House proposed a bill to keep the North Carolina Human Relations Commission in 
existence and to keep the Commission under the North Carolina Department of 
Administration. 

With the aid of Governor McCrory, some NC House of Representatives fair housing 
advocates, the North Carolina Chapter of the National Association of Human Rights 
Workers (NC-NAHRW), the North Carolina Housing Coalition, Legal Aid of North 
Carolina, local human relations commissions/councils across the state and some 
community organizations that advocate for fair housing, the NC General Assembly 
passed the 2016 state budget leaving the N.C. Human Relations Commission in 
existence and leaving it under the North Carolina Department of Administration.  
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So, the history and the work of the North Carolina Human Relations Commission 
continues……………..


