Burgos, Alexander N

From: Rules, Oah

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 8:24 AM

To: Burgos, Alexander N; Duke, Lawrence
Subject: FW: [External] Panthertown bear hunting

From: The McKinnon Family <themckinnonfamily99@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 15, 2022 7:44 AM

To: Rules, Oah <oah.rules@oah.nc.gov>

Subject: [External] Panthertown bear hunting

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to
Report Spam.

To whom it may concern,

| live in a neighborhood that is near Panthertown. In the 4 years | have lived here, the bear population has

exploded. We have had them destroy fencing, siding and alcove (torn it down), car damage, etc. In the past, you could
shoo the bears away but now they don't really care. If they do walk away they immediately return. We have no food for
them to get. In the past two weeks alone, one broke into truck and ripped the seat, shredded a grill cover, defecated
on our porch, stole two citronella candles to eat (two different occasions). The night before last four cubs were in my
car and two adult bears beside it. My son yelled and they left. Luckily no damage this time just made it filthy. Last
summer two small cubs were on my porch and when | shooed them a mom came out of a different area charging at

me. We do not have birdfeeders and no food. | know some people do leave out food and bird feeders even though
against HOA. People are idiots when it comes to wildlife.

These bears are overpopulated and hungry. It is unfair to protect a species until it is out of control . That is not loving
and humane. There has to be a checks and balance. At some point, unchecked protection leads to overgrowth. | know
others think they are being humane but they are creating a bigger problem each year. Often people protesting do not
live here full time and realize the bigger picture. Please do not let people's feelings dictate best and safest practices. Six
bear in my driveway in a neighborhood is way too much. It is dangerous for the bear population and it will become
dangerous for humans.

Kindly,
Melissa McKinnon

Email correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties by an authorized
siate official



Burgos, Alexander N

From: Rules, Oah

Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 3:25 PM

To: Burgos, Alexander N

Subject: FW: [External] Rule #15A NCAC 10D.0106 Bear Sanctuaries

From: Bob Trevathan <bstrev@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 3:21 PM

To: Rules, Oah <oah.rules@oah.nc.gov>

Subject: [External] Rule #15A NCAC 10D.0106 Bear Sanctuaries

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to
Report Spam.

NC Rules Review Commission

1711 New Hope Church Road

Raleigh, NC 27609

Oah.rules@oah.nc.gov

RE: Rule #15A NCAC 10D.0106 Bear Sanctuaries

Members of the Rule Change Review Committee,

The above rule change is in review. Please impose legitimacy to this review process by
reading

and understanding the mass opposition to the killing of bears in their designated
sanctuaries.

Panthertown, Standing Indian, and Pisgah sanctuaries have protected bears and other
wildlife

for decades. I am deeply disturbed and disappointed at how a sanctuary designation can
be so

easily reversed and be reassigned to a "“management area” to kill bears.

North Carolina Wildlife Resource Commission and US Forest Service - your institutions
are now

allowing the killing/harvesting of bears and base this sanctuary reversal on increased
human-bear interactions and bear encounters. Killing the bears to decrease these
interactions

is not a civilized reaction to what is clearly increased human presence in the sanctuaries
and

other wilderness areas. It is the educating of humans that is vital to reducing unwanted
bear-human interaction. We are in THEIR habitat. We need to educate humans on
Bearwise’s

national program and assure we are not attracting these beautiful creatures into
unnatural

situations. It is human behavior, not the “stabilization” of the bear population that is the
answer.

With multiple organizations proposing to continue and market bear-human education
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and

awareness to campers, visitors, and hikers, the commission has chosen to kill bears
instead of

implementing these human behaviors within our sanctuaries and wilderness.

I am an outdoor enthusiast, and like thousands of people, I am confused as to why the
killing of

bears will be permitted in spite of an 86% public opposition. The process, even with the
input of

biological science, has not been legitimately served. Killing these majestic, slow-
breeding

animals in the name of “protection,
credible

or civilized. With over 3,700 bears hunted and killed in the already existing management
areas

of North Carolina last year, is it really necessary to kill even more? I have hiked all the
sanctuaries mentioned

above. Actually, I have not even encountered a bear in these sanctuaries. These
sanctuaries

are for humans as well. Our places to enjoy, and to explore with no guns blasting, and
no dogs

baying. There should be no dreadful anxiety at the possibility of watching or hearing this
bear-killing process in a sanctuary. This rule change is a sad defeat for all who protect,
enjoy, and deserve the right to be part of

these sanctuaries.

"\

population control,” or for a hunter’s trophy is NOT

Please do not allow this rule change to proceed. Do not allow the permitted hunting of
bears in

these sanctuaries. Let’s do our part through education and coexistence in the lands
given to the

bears for their safety.

Sincerely,
Robert Trevathan
Highlands, NC

Email correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties by an authorized
state official.



Sue Willis

25 Sun Street

Stranraer
Wigtownshire
Dumfries and Galloway
Scotland

DG9 7JL

10 April 2022

Dear Dana McGhee

Re: 15A NCAC 10D.0106

| write to you with concern that the 3 sanctuaries of Pisgah, Panthertown-
Bonus Defeat and Standing Indian Bear Sanctuaries remain as designated
“sanctuaries”.

The area’s in question to be opened as “management” sites is surely
inappropriate for such a colossal area which will be impossible to monitor
behaviour of shooting, and hunting dogs. Dogs do get out of control such
has happened here in the UK. (At present a court action is going through
where uncontrollable hounds entered a housing estate killing a domestic
pet as the owner could not get to her pet in time, and just witnessed the
frenzy). The US government cull millions of indigenous animals every
year in response to farmers requests.

The request to change the Bear Sanctuaries to Bear Management is an
indulgence for the few, on an unprecedented scale. The three sites are so
large that it will be impossible to monitor, observe and record the
activities of shooting/killing. There will be other species killed as they
panic to escape. This whole change in a name is one of an excuse for
hunters priority only. As with UK policies killing a species of wildlife
does not resolve the problems within that species of wildlife.

| have to question why have hunters pressured NCWRC to open up these
areas so they can hunt? Does this mean that wildlife has dwindled
become rarer in other areas.

To reduce such large areas to become barren of all wildlife will be
detrimental to the whole environment harmful of 3 specific sites as
mentioned above. Nil tranquillity of the sites being considered, and less
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tourists. People need their spaces today to the ever increasing stresses of
life.

The achievement of food lockers being installed is a success and one of
installing more lockers which is on going. As | read Bears manage their
own population through delayed implantation.

The above measures have made these special sites a wonder for the
tourists near and far, local businesses need tourists for finance to survive,
local people being employed for tourists and the education in nature that
could be used for the children visiting. To actually see an animal in the
wild in it’s own habitat is the best reward one can have and remember for
years. The outdoor recreation and employment of people is vital for the
community. | see there are thousands of businesses reliant on these
special places for walking, cycling, tranquillity, resting and a chance to
some wildlife.

NCWRC stakeholders oppose the opening of sanctuaries to hunting,
again pressure from a specific fraternity is pushing for this change. So it
speaks volumes “minority over the majority”.

NCWRC does not appear to be specific about permits to be issued and the
cost of permits along with doubt of the number of bears to be culled. The
issues on this whole process is one of suspicion to the bystander.

| see North Carolina law re dogs being used in a lawful hunt are exempt
from certain rules. As my comment above proves dogs when hunting can
become out of control and Kill pet dogs, and possibly children. | am sorry
to say in this day and age it is a serious possibility and something that
everyone needs to consider. How do you trace what dog/dogs did a fatal
act, and in the process destroy that one dog or the whole pack would need
to be put down, how many?

At my age now of 74 years | see less and less nature in my own land due
to destruction, so please, do consider seriously this application to open up
nature to a specific group.

Yours sincerely
Ms Sue Willis.



Burgos, Alexander N

From: Mary Smith <venus.smith3587@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2022 1:33 PM

To: Duke, Lawrence

Subject: [External] Fwd: Black Bears

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to
Report Spam.

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Mary Smith <venus.smith3587 @gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 15, 2022 at 1:31 PM

Subject: Fwd: Black Bears

To: <dana.mcghee@oah.nc.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Mary Smith <venus.smith3587 @gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 15, 2022 at 1:30 PM

Subject: Fwd: Black Bears

To: <oah.rules@oah.nc.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Mary Smith <venus.smith3587 @gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 15, 2022 at 1:28 PM

Subject: Fwd: Black Bears

To: <rrc.comments@oah.nc.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Mary Smith <venus.smith3587 @gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 15, 2022 at 1:05 PM

Subject: Black Bears

To: <montycrump@ncwildlifecommission.org>

To whom it may concern,

| read disturbing news yesterday. The NC wildlife commission plans to reopen black bear hunting. | urgently feel the
need to write this to inform you that | and so many others are adamantly against this. Plain and simple, as if the world
isn't in enough of a delicate fragile state,the bloody carnage of these beautiful creatures is going to be allowed? These
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bears need to stay protected. That's why they are in a "sanctuary". Bears will not overpopulate, They will deliberately
not breed when they know their habitat space may be encroached with too many numbers, so overpopulation cannot
be your reasoning. They are primarily vegetarian and are naturally fearful of humans and avoid them. They are Majesties
of nature and should be respected, admired and revered, not taxidermied and placed in some "trophy hunters" home.
And speaking of "trophy hunters", where is the actual skill and sport when all they do is get their hunting dogs to catch
whiff of their scent and chase those poor creatures up a tree, then they just walk up and SHOOT THEM DOWN ! | have
heard North Carolina being called "God's Country" ever since | moved here from Florida 27 years ago, and indeed it is!
North Carolina is incredibly rich and diverse in beauty and splendor! From the purple mountains majesties, to the
pristine beaches on the east coast, our state offers so much to travelers. They come here to get away from the noise and
confusion of their "concrete jungle" lifestyle, to get a sense of peace and tranquility from our natural wonders. They
come here hopefully to catch a glimpse of a bear,wandering through the forest or resting high up in a tree with their
cubs, They WANT to see the bears just doing their thing out in their natural world. So | say, let's keep giving it to them!
Let's keep these amazing creatures safe and protected, and in turn they will greatly continue to help North Carolina's
economy flourish, because that's what North Carolina is, a tourist state. But more importantly than helping us in
attracting tourists, these bears are part of a rich and diverse circle in which we all are a part of. We are ALL connected in
this great circle of life and are interdependent, in some way,shape or form,upon each other. Everything exists in balance
and if the homeostasis of that balance is severed,we all suffer! Meaning that if these bears are no longer protected and
are allowed to be destroyed by humans, eventually the species gets critically endangered or even worse extinct, and
that detrimentally affects the planet as a WHOLE. The problem with humans is that they think they are exempt from
this, but we are not. Any species that exempts itself from the "natural laws" ends up destroying the diverse community
in order to support its own expansion. That's what | see happening in the world today. Modern humans view
themselves as Lord's of the earth, and feel the need to take control of and "conquer" other species, (these bears for
instance), and so they live in a constant state of unbalance and discord and anything they do is never "enough" because
they are not at peace,but the native cultures of the world (native indian,aboriginals,alaskan eskimos, to name a few)
don't live like that. They live in reference and respect for the earth and only take what they need,giving thanks and
praise to our Creator for what they DO take.They live in peace, balance and harmony. God gave humans dominion over
all creatures to care for them and to protect them, and this planet that we ALL share, not to divide and conquer! This
opening up of bear hunting is one of the worst ideas, in the long,sad history of bad ideas. Please, | implore you to
reconsider this, for All our sakes. Thank you for your time and attention regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Mary Johnson
1-828-390-5767
venus.smith3587@gmail.com




Burgos, Alexander N

Subject: FW: [External] Bear hunting

From: ROBERT DOYLE <prd7412@verizon.net>
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 6:08 AM

To: McGhee, Dana <dana.McGhee@oah.nc.gov>
Subject: [External] Bear hunting

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an
attachment to Report Spam.<mailto:report.spam@nc.gov>

Dear Dana,

It is with a heavy heart to learn of hunters killing one of god creatures for sport. God will judge us by our actions against
his creations and bears are one of his magnificent ones. Hope you make the right choice so mankind can be kept in
check from destroying a perplex yet beautiful community god has given us.

Sent from my iPad

Email correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be
disclosed to third parties by an authorized state official.



Burgos, Alexander N

From: Bennett Morgan <bennettscottmorgan@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2022 6:19 PM

To: Duke, Lawrence; rrc.comments; Rules, Oah; McGhee, Dana
Subject: [External] Re: [T5A NCAC 10D .0106] Bear Sanctuaries Objection

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to
Report Spam.

| am a 24 year old who is gravely disappointed in this government of North
Carolina.

For nearly two decades, my family has called Western NC a second home, and
the children hope every year to see majestic black bears. But they have become
rarer sights, and with this crazy bill that has passed without logical reason,
children will see a more lifeless North Carolina with each passing year. North
Carolina’s specific appeal is its natural beauty, and, respectfully, you are
engaging in a dereliction of duty by intentionally destroying that for a small
minority of hunters and their dogs. My family has decided not to return to

North Carolina until this insane rule is overturned and the Pisgah Forest’s status
as a bear sanctuary is left intact, and the fifty-some people who visit us
throughout the year will also not be returning. | hope God moves you to preserve
life, rather than take it, and to protect the bears.

Consider your wikipedia page one day, as many officials receive them. Do you
want this as your claim to fame? You are tarnishing your own legacy and the
appeal of North Carolina, for which the entire state’s economy, culture, and soul
will suffer.

Sincerely,

Bennett Morgan
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