
PETITION FOR ADOPTION OR AMENDMENT OF RULE 
Submitted to: 
North Carolina Child Care Commission 
Division of Child Development and Early Education (DCDEE) 

Petitioner Name & Title: Roberta Yates, Early Childhood Support Coordinator 

Organization: The Children's Council of Watauga County 

Address: 225 Birch Street, Suite 3 

City, State, Zip: Boone, NC 28607 

Phone: 828-262-5424 

Email: roberta@thechildrenscouncil.org 

1. Proposed Amendment to Rule 10A NCAC 09 .3207 
Amend Rule 10A NCAC 09 .3207 to add the following subsection: (c) In addition to 
nationally recognized accrediting bodies, the Commission shall also recognize local 
accreditation programs that meet or exceed equivalent quality standards, including but not 
limited to the ‘Pathways to Accreditation Program’ administered by the Children’s Council 
of Watauga County. Programs accredited through Pathways to Accreditation shall be 
considered equivalent to nationally recognized accreditation for the purposes of meeting 
quality rating, financial enhancement, and program improvement requirements under the 
North Carolina Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS). 

2. Statutory Authority 
This petition is submitted pursuant to G.S. 150B-20 and the Commission’s authority under 
G.S. 110-85 through 110-106 to establish and amend rules regarding the licensing, quality, 
and operation of child care facilities in North Carolina. 

3. Effect on Existing Rules 
The proposed amendment expands the scope of recognized accreditation options to include 
a local program, Pathways to Accreditation, without removing or altering recognition of 
national accreditation bodies. This increases accessibility to high-quality accreditation for 
programs, especially in rural and underserved areas. 

4. Supporting Data 
The Pathways to Accreditation Program has demonstrated measurable outcomes: 
- Quality Standards: Modeled after NAEYC’s rigorous framework, with eight detailed 
standards covering education, physical environment, health and safety, relationships, staff 
development, curriculum, family partnership, and behavioral support. 
- Retention and Morale: Participating programs report increased staff morale, higher 



retention rates, and greater professional competency. 
- Financial Sustainability: The program provides free training, mentoring, and classroom 
resources, along with monthly enhancement bonuses for qualifying programs, reducing 
financial barriers for participation. 
- Impact on Children: Research supports that high-quality early education improves long-
term outcomes in education, health, and career success. 

5. Effect on Existing Practices and Costs 
Recognizing Pathways to Accreditation will: 
- Provide rural and small programs with an accessible alternative to national accreditation. 
- Maintain cost neutrality for the state, as Pathways is locally funded through the Children’s 
Council and external grants. 
- Reduce financial burden on programs by offering free or subsidized resources. 
- Increase the number of high-quality accredited programs in NC without increasing costs 
for families. 

6. Those Most Likely to Be Affected 
- Early Childhood Education Programs: Especially rural or small providers who face barriers 
to national accreditation. 
- Educators: Will have expanded access to free professional development, mentoring, and 
quality improvement support. 
- Families: Will benefit from an increased number of high-quality early learning options in 
their communities. 

7. Reasons for the Proposal 
- Pathways to Accreditation meets and often exceeds national accreditation standards. 
- Expanding recognition to include vetted local programs aligns with the Commission’s 
mission to promote access to quality early childhood education statewide. 
- It provides a practical, cost-effective, and equitable path to quality improvement for 
programs that might otherwise be unable to pursue accreditation. 

 
Submitted by: Roberta Yates, Early Childhood Support Coordinator 
The Children's Council of Watauga County 
225 Birch Street, Suite 3 
Boone, NC 28607 
roberta@thechildrenscouncil.org 
828-262-5424 
August 13, 2025 



Programs Accredited Through Pathways to Accreditation 
1. Appalachian State University Child Development Center 
2. Lucy Brock Child Development Lab School 
3. Western TLC Head Start 
4. All 8 NC Pre-K Sites in Watauga County 
5. Small Blessings Family Child Care Home 
6. Little Jewels Family Child Care Home 
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