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SECTION .0100 ‑ 
PURPOSE OF 
PROGRAM

15A NCAC 12J .0101 PURPOSE Amended Eff. October 1, 1984
Unnecessary No Yes

Necessary with substantive public 
interest

RRC not required to review 
comment(s)

Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

15A NCAC 12J .0102 AUTHORITY Amended Eff. August 1, 1988
Unnecessary No Yes

Necessary with substantive public 
interest

RRC not required to review 
comment(s)

Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

SECTION .0200 ‑ 
FUNDING 
ALLOCATION: 
MATCH AND 
PROJECT SIZE

15A NCAC 12J .0201 ALLOCATION Amended Eff. October 1, 1984

Unnecessary No Yes
Necessary with substantive public 

interest
RRC not required to review 

comment(s)
Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

15A NCAC 12J .0202 MATCHING REQUIREMENT Amended Eff. October 1, 1984
Unnecessary No Yes

Necessary with substantive public 
interest

RRC not required to review 
comment(s)

Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

15A NCAC 12J .0203 PROJECT SIZE Eff. October 1, 1984
Unnecessary No Yes

Necessary with substantive public 
interest

RRC not required to review 
comment(s)

Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

SECTION .0300 ‑ 
GRANT 
APPLICATION AND 
EVALUATION 
PROCEDURES

15A NCAC 12J .0301 PRE‑APPLICATION: 
APPLICATION FOR 
SUBMITTAL

Amended Eff. October 1, 1984

Unnecessary No Yes
Necessary with substantive public 

interest
RRC not required to review 

comment(s)
Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

15A NCAC 12J .0302 PRE‑APPLICATION: 
APPLICATION SCHEDULE

Amended Eff. October 1, 1984
Unnecessary No Yes

Necessary with substantive public 
interest

RRC not required to review 
comment(s)

Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

15A NCAC 12J .0303 PRE‑APPLICATION Amended Eff. October 1, 1984
Unnecessary No Yes

Necessary with substantive public 
interest

RRC not required to review 
comment(s)

Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

15A NCAC 12J .0304 APPLICATION FORM AND 
CONTENT

Amended Eff. October 1, 1984
Unnecessary No Yes

Necessary with substantive public 
interest

RRC not required to review 
comment(s)

Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

15A NCAC 12J .0305 EVALUATION OF 
APPLICATIONS

Amended Eff. October 1, 1984
Unnecessary No Yes

Necessary with substantive public 
interest

RRC not required to review 
comment(s)

Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

15A NCAC 12J .0306 REVIEW BY THE LWCF 
REVIEW COMMITTEE

Amended Eff. October 1, 1984
Unnecessary No Yes

Necessary with substantive public 
interest

RRC not required to review 
comment(s)

Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

15A NCAC 12J .0307 FINAL DECISION Amended Eff. October 1, 1984
Unnecessary No Yes

Necessary with substantive public 
interest

RRC not required to review 
comment(s)

Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt

15A NCAC 12J .0308 GRANT AGREEMENT Eff. October 1, 1984
Unnecessary No Yes

Necessary with substantive public 
interest

RRC not required to review 
comment(s)

Necessary with substantive public 
interest and must be readopted

Agency must readopt
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Do I agree with 
the Agency's 
determination?

I would 
determine this 
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Do I want to 
submit a 
written 
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My comment 
type on this 
rule is...

Do I want to 
enter a 
comment, or 
submit a 
file? Comment Text

15A NCAC 12J .0308
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0307
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0306
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0305
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0304
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0303
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0302
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0301
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0203
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0202
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file
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15A NCAC 12J .0201
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0102
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0101
Will 
Hendrick

Southern 
Environmental 
Law Center No

Necessary 
without 
substantive public 
interest Yes

Another type 
of comment Submit a file

15A NCAC 12J .0101 Yes No













































15A NCAC 12J .0101 PURPOSE  
 
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

The last group of rules labeled “unnecessary” comprises all the rules in Subchapter 12J of Title 15A. 
These rules explain how state agencies and local governments can access federal funds allocated by the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). These funds are granted to the State “for the purposes of 
statewide outdoor recreation planning; and, the acquisition and/or development of outdoor recreation 
areas and facilities.”80 The Land and Water Conservation Fund Act established the LWCF and mandates 
certain requirements for State LWCF programs, but offers scant guidance to inform the actual 
administration of State programs.81 Moreover, North Carolina statute or rule outside of Subchapter 12J 
addresses the role that the State plays in the review, evaluation, and recommendation of projects for 
LWCF funding or the responsibilities of the State regarding project monitoring and administration. These 
rules are therefore not only necessary, but also obviously “adopted to conform to or implement federal 
law.”82  

The first rule in Subchapter 12J notes the availability of LWCF funding and defines the role of the “state 
program” established to access that funding for projects in North Carolina.83 Without it, there is little 
doubt that accessing LWCF funding would be more difficult. As explained in the rule (and nowhere else 
in the law), this State program serves as a “liaison between local, state and federal agencies in 
administration of the [LWCF] grants program” and “reviews, evaluates and recommends which project 
[sic] should be funded to the National Park Service(NPS).”84 

Ultimately, while DPR continues to operate a program that processes applications for federal funds 
allocated by the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the rules explaining that program, and how it can 
be used by the public to access funding, are necessary.  Assuming there has been no objection to these 
rules, they should therefore be labeled "necessary without substantive public interest." 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
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establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
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15A NCAC 12J .0102  AUTHORITY  
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

The next rule in Subchapter 12j states that “authority to accept and administer funds for the program at 
the state level is vested through a formal agreement between the state and the U.S. Department of the 
Interior.”85 Potential applicants need to understand that, although LWCF funds are federally allocated, 
they are administered at the State level. The rule further explains that authority to administer the State’s 
LWCF program is vested in a state liaison officer (SLO) appointed by the Governor. This provision 
supplies important clarification, as the federal government allows appointment of the SLO by either the 
Governor or the legislature.86  Finally, the rule authorizes the SLO to appoint “[a]lternate state liaison 
officers” to aid in the administration of the program. This provision is important, as the designation of 
“and alternate(s) to act on behalf of the SLO is strongly encouraged,” albeit not required, by the federal 
agency that administers the LWCF.87 

Because the SLO is responsible for administering the LWCF program at the state level, rules defining 
those administrative responsibilities are also necessary to implement the program.  Accordingly, the rules 
in Subchapter 12J require the SLO to establish the “minimum and maximum amount of grant awards for 
state agency projects and local government projects.”88 This determination, which is not dictated by 
federal or state law, is necessary to inform each applicant of the scope of the financial assistance available 
under North Carolina’s LWCF program. Next, the SLO is required to approve the funding cycle 
schedule.89 This duty is critical to the administration of the State LWCF program because the funding 
cycle informs both the deadline for submission of applications90 and the continued viability of rejected 
applications.91 Third, the rules require the SLO to conduct an annual review of the LWCF allocation, 92 
which is necessary to assist in the production of the nation-wide LWCF report prepared each year by the 
National Park Service.93  

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
these comments during the readoption process. 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
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authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
these comments during the readoption process. 
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15A NCAC 12J .0201  ALLOCATION  
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

Because the SLO is responsible for administering the LWCF program at the state level, rules defining 
those administrative responsibilities are also necessary to implement the program.  Accordingly, the rules 
in Subchapter 12J require the SLO to establish the “minimum and maximum amount of grant awards for 
state agency projects and local government projects.”88 This determination, which is not dictated by 
federal or state law, is necessary to inform each applicant of the scope of the financial assistance available 
under North Carolina’s LWCF program. Next, the SLO is required to approve the funding cycle 
schedule.89 This duty is critical to the administration of the State LWCF program because the funding 
cycle informs both the deadline for submission of applications90 and the continued viability of rejected 
applications.91 Third, the rules require the SLO to conduct an annual review of the LWCF allocation, 92 
which is necessary to assist in the production of the nation-wide LWCF report prepared each year by the 
National Park Service.93  

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process.  
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15A NCAC 12J .0202  MATCHING REQUIREMENT  
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

Ultimately, while DPR continues to operate a program that processes applications for federal funds 
allocated by the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the rules explaining that program, and how it can 
be used by the public to access funding, are necessary.  Assuming there has been no objection to these 
rules, they should therefore be labeled "necessary without substantive public interest." 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
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15A NCAC 12J .0203  PROJECT SIZE  
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

Ultimately, while DPR continues to operate a program that processes applications for federal funds 
allocated by the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the rules explaining that program, and how it can 
be used by the public to access funding, are necessary.  Assuming there has been no objection to these 
rules, they should therefore be labeled "necessary without substantive public interest." 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
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15A NCAC 12J .0301  PRE-APPLICATION: APPLICATION FOR SUBMITTAL  
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

Finally, the rule regarding the evaluation of applications establishes the process by which applications 
will be considered, both at the regional and state-wide levels, prior to the State’s submission of funding 
recommendations.97 This process is not dictated by any other law, so the rule is necessary to explain how, 
and by whom, applications will be reviewed.  

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
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15A NCAC 12J .0302  PRE-APPLICATION: APPLICATION SCHEDULE  
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

Ultimately, while DPR continues to operate a program that processes applications for federal funds 
allocated by the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the rules explaining that program, and how it can 
be used by the public to access funding, are necessary.  Assuming there has been no objection to these 
rules, they should therefore be labeled "necessary without substantive public interest." 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
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15A NCAC 12J .0303  PRE-APPLICATION  
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

A number of other rules in Subchapter 12J are also necessary to the submission and evaluation of funding 
requests. First, several rules provide guidance regarding the pre-application process and fall into the 
category or rules that are, by definition, “necessary without substantive public interest” under 150B-
21.3A-(a)(4). These rules include those that are necessary to tell applicants where to send their pre-
applications94 and to state DENR’s authority to prescribe the requirements for the submission of pre-
applications.95 Notably, the pre-application requirements established by DENR may differ from those 
established by the U.S. Department of Interior for the submission of LWCF applications, so the rule 
codified in 15AN.C. Admin. Code 12J .0304 provides necessary clarification to applicants.96 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
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15A NCAC 12J .0304  APPLICATION FORM AND CONTENT  
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

A number of other rules in Subchapter 12J are also necessary to the submission and evaluation of funding 
requests. First, several rules provide guidance regarding the pre-application process and fall into the 
category or rules that are, by definition, “necessary without substantive public interest” under 150B-
21.3A-(a)(4). These rules include those that are necessary to tell applicants where to send their pre-
applications94 and to state DENR’s authority to prescribe the requirements for the submission of pre-
applications.95 Notably, the pre-application requirements established by DENR may differ from those 
established by the U.S. Department of Interior for the submission of LWCF applications, so the rule 
codified in 15AN.C. Admin. Code 12J .0304 provides necessary clarification to applicants.96 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
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15A NCAC 12J .0305  EVALUATION OF APPLICATIONS  
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

A number of other rules in Subchapter 12J are also necessary to the submission and evaluation of funding 
requests. First, several rules provide guidance regarding the pre-application process and fall into the 
category or rules that are, by definition, “necessary without substantive public interest” under 150B-
21.3A-(a)(4). These rules include those that are necessary to tell applicants where to send their pre-
applications94 and to state DENR’s authority to prescribe the requirements for the submission of pre-
applications.95 Notably, the pre-application requirements established by DENR may differ from those 
established by the U.S. Department of Interior for the submission of LWCF applications, so the rule 
codified in 15AN.C. Admin. Code 12J .0304 provides necessary clarification to applicants.96 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
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15A NCAC 12J .0306   REVIEW BY THE LWCF REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

Ultimately, while DPR continues to operate a program that processes applications for federal funds 
allocated by the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the rules explaining that program, and how it can 
be used by the public to access funding, are necessary.  Assuming there has been no objection to these 
rules, they should therefore be labeled "necessary without substantive public interest." 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
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15A NCAC 12J .0307   FINAL DECISION 
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

Ultimately, while DPR continues to operate a program that processes applications for federal funds 
allocated by the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the rules explaining that program, and how it can 
be used by the public to access funding, are necessary.  Assuming there has been no objection to these 
rules, they should therefore be labeled "necessary without substantive public interest." 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
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15A NCAC 12J .0307   GRANT AGREEMENT 
 

Comment - (Southern Environmental Law Center on behave of the North Carolina Conservation 
Network, Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Clean Air Carolina, Appalachian Voices, Cape Fear 
River Watch, Western North Carolina Alliance, Clean Water for North Carolina, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, and North Carolina League of Conservation 
Voters):  

Ultimately, while DPR continues to operate a program that processes applications for federal funds 
allocated by the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the rules explaining that program, and how it can 
be used by the public to access funding, are necessary.  Assuming there has been no objection to these 
rules, they should therefore be labeled "necessary without substantive public interest." 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
 

 

Comment - (Friends of State Parks):  

While the aforementioned rules all address the acquisition and management of natural resources 
by the State, DPR also adopted rules governing the allocation of financial resources to the State 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act established a revenue stream to support the development of parks and 
outdoor recreation opportunities.35   The rules in Subchapter 12J implement this Act, first by 
establishing a state program to process applications for, and distribute federal allocations of, such 
funding.36 Another rule dictates who (the state liaison officer) heads this program and has 
authority to administer LWCF funds.37  Additional rules address important details about the 
program, including the scope of available awards, the funding cycle, and the annual program 
review.38  Still other rules explain how interested municipalities can apply for LWCF funding.39

 

When combined, these rules provide necessary guidance to both DPR and the public regarding 
access by North Carolinians to available federal funding in fu1iherance of DPR's mission. 

 
 

Agency Response: 

We have made the final determination as Necessary with Substantive Public Interest and will consider 
your comments during the readoption process. 
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