
PROCEDURAL RULES THAT APPLY TO CONTESTED CASES IN COUNTY COURTHOUSES 
 
Three of North Carolina’s Administrative Law Judges have chambers in county courthouses 
outside of Wake County.   Judge J. Randall May is the resident administrative law judge in the 
High Point, Guilford County Courthouse.  Judge Selina Malherbe is the resident administrative 
law judge in the Mecklenburg County Courthouse.  Judge David F. Sutton is the resident 
administrative law judge in the Haywood County Courthouse.   When contested cases are 
scheduled to be heard in these courthouses, the emergency crisis administrative orders and 
protocols issued by the Senior Resident Superior Court judges in those counties control.  These 
orders and protocols supersede the directives issued by the Chief Administrative Law Judge for 
the Raleigh headquarters of the Office of Administrative Hearings. You may find a copy of the 
Administrative Orders governing those counties respectively at one of the following links: 
Guilford County, Haywood County and Mecklenburg County 
  
In addition, when contested cases are scheduled to be heard in any of North Carolina’s one 
hundred counties, the emergency crisis administrative orders and protocols of the respective 
Senior Resident Superior Court judge controls all aspects of the hearings in those county 
courthouses.  These emergency orders can be found on the website of the North Carolina 
Administrative Office of the Courts at the following link:  https://www.nccourts.gov/locations 
 
 
 

https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/documents/local-rules-forms/Amended%20Admin%20Order%20COVID-19%20%28Filed%29.pdf?TVJTDgTG6o6WXfG0rldWItEI7t.iBZYT
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/local-rules-and-forms/administrative-order-june-1-2020-in-re-resumption-of-limited-court-proceedings-in-superior-court-for-judicial-district-30b
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/inline-files/03162020-COVID-19Update.pdf?XJQO5ORIUWEuZP_BckAoURpvGiyukknd
https://www.nccourts.gov/locations

