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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Candace Smith <candacesmith7@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 2:38 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] New proposed voting rules 

[You don't oŌen get email from candacesmith7@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open aƩachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the 
Report Message buƩon located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 
 
 
I strongly object to the new voƟng rules. 
 
These new rules will be extremely unfair to our military personnel and persons in overseas jobs, as well as others. With 
the complicated two-envelope NC system, these rules will hamper, or even eliminate, their opportunity to cure 
otherwise perfect ballots. Thus cheaƟng them of their votes. 
 
The decisions by the NC elecƟon board for tossing ballots need to be unanimous, not reduced to a majority. Leave it as it 
is, 100% of the board members. 
 
Do not pass these new rules. They are not in the best interest of NC voters. 
 
Candace Smith 
High Point, NC 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Jen Gorham <sunsethouse@triad.rr.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 2:24 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] NO TO PROPOSED VOTING RULES

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
Dear Rules Committee, 
 
Please vote no to proposed voting rules.  
 
Jennifer Gorham 

 You don't often get email from sunsethouse@triad.rr.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Natalie <davisnsma2@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 1:33 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment on Proposed Election Rules

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
Dear Members of the Rules and Review Commission, 

My name is Natalie Davis, and I'm a North Carolina voter. I'm writing to respectfully ask you to consider 
whether the proposed election rules are reasonably necessary and whether they would create confusion 
for voters before you approve them.  

I do not believe the proposed rule to limit noise outside of polling areas is necessary because often times 
inspiring music is played and is part of the voting experience. There isn't a need for this limitation, and it 
only limits voting activity and participation.  

I am also concerned this proposal would create confusion and unnecessary barriers for military and 
overseas voters due to the envelop rule. If overseas voters make a mistake because the new rule is 
inherently complicated stuffing envelops inside envelops, then they wouldn't have a chance to remedy it 
and have their vote count. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments before your next meeting. 

Respectfully, 
Natalie Davis 
Newton, North Carolina 

 You don't often get email from davisnsma2@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Richard Henrich <richardhenrich@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 11:34 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Proposals

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I have an issues with the proposed changes to the voting process. 
 
The first proposal " to allow a majority to remove ballot" I do not think this is necessary. 
 
The second proposal "to not count ballots that are not mailed in the proper envelope" would not allow a person 
especially our military personnel overseas to correct any problem. 
 
The third proposal "not allow amplified voices around poll places" I believe is a huge over reach. Being a poll 
worker, if there is a problem, the chief judge is move than capable of handling it.  
 
 
Thank you  
 
Richard Henrich 
312 Crescent St. 
Saluda, NC  28773 

 You don't often get email from richardhenrich@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Nancy HM <nhughesmiller@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 11:34 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment on Proposed Election Rules

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
Dear Members of the Rules Review Commission, 
 
I am a North Carolina voter, and I respectfully ask you to consider whether these proposed rules are 
reasonably necessary and whether they could create confusion for voters before approving them. 
 
I am particularly concerned about the proposal regarding a new count of members to approve the rule 
change that might make one party have ultimate “say” - it doesn’t need to change and causes much 
confusion and DISTRUST! Provisional ballots are working FINE NOW- do not change the rule! And mail in 
voting SHOULD NOT BECOME HARDER- this envelope and date change DISENFRANCHISES MANY 
VOTERS - and will suppress people’s voices in this election. Do not eliminate the right of people to play 
music at polling places because it has proven to be popular and does not affect anyone’s right to vote. It 
provides a calming backdrop to a potentially stressful and time consuming experience.  
 
I do not believe these proposed rules are reasonably necessary because the existing rules were 
developed in a fair bipartisan manner. And these changes will sow confusion and uncertainty and give 
the party in power NOW (GOP) UNFAIR ADVANTAGE!  
 
Again I am also concerned that these proposals will create confusion, unnecessary barriers and only 
benefit ONE PARTY. 
 
MAKE NO NEW RULES FOR OUR UPCOMING ELECTIONS! You will be seen as PARTISAN HACKS with 
ALLEGIANCE TO Trump VS DEMOCRACY!!!  
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments before your next meeting. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Nancy Hughes Miller  
Cary, North Carolina 

 You don't often get email from nhughesmiller@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Susan Rodriguez <susan.rodriguez2@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 10:28 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Objection to proposed rules 

[You don't oŌen get email from susan.rodriguez2@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open aƩachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the 
Report Message buƩon located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 
 
 
I have read the proposed rules regarding reducing to a simple majority all provisional ballots, mail in ballots in incorrect 
envelopes and forbidding amplified sound outside polling places. 
 
I strongly disagree with all three proposed rules and believe they are a way to discourage voters, especially those 
overseas, from voƟng. 
You are making the rules for your own convenience and not for the convenience of voters. 
 
Re-think what you are doing, which is harming voters who have used their rights to choose their candidate. 
 
I hope you choose the right thing. We also have the power to vote you out. Remember that. 
 
Susan Rodriguez 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Teresa Sowinski <t.sowinski@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 10:25 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Please reject new unfair voting rules

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
I am concerned about two of the recent changes to rules regarding voting by the State Board of Elections. 
 
1. The ID Exception Form for a Provisional Ballot--changing the old rule of a unanimous decision by the 
Board in favor of a decision by a simple majority is Not Reasonably Necessary. With a 5 member board 
this allows for a partisan vote which is unacceptable and does not justly represent the citizens of North 
Carolina. Voting in North Carolina should not be influenced by political parties. 
 
2. The rule change for rejection of a mail in ballot because of an error in the voter’s usage of the two 
envelopes--Not using the inner envelope properly and/ or in the correct order, creates confusion. There is 
not enough time allotted for absentee voters to correct their error and many voters could be confused by 
the extra envelope. Rejecting their votes because of a tedious design is not reasonably necessary. 
Verification by a pole worker from each party and a supervisor is appropriate. Voting needs to be simple 
for everyone. 
 
Your diligence in making North Carolina's voting procedures a fair, nonpartisan, and honest system is 
expected of individuals holding your position. Our forefathers expected integrity above party lines. Voters 
of North Carolina do as well.  
 
Teresa Sowinski  
191 Old North State Lane 
New London, NC 28127 

 You don't often get email from t.sowinski@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Stephanie Mood <stephanie.mood@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 9:47 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Objection to proposed rule changes by the NC Board of Electiond

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
North Carolina Rules Revision Committee, 
 
I’m writing to address and voice my opposition to the unnecessary and unreasonable changes recently 
put forth by our State Board of Elections.  
 
1. Addressing the ID Exception Form for a Provisional Ballot: changing the old rule from a unanimous 
decision by the board to a simple majority vote is reasonably unnecessary. Our U.S. Constitution 
including several Amendments and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 protect our right to vote. Furthermore, 
our U.S Constitution requires that all criminal trial juries must vote unanimously to find a defendant 
guilty. Why would it be any different if our constitutional right to vote is challenged? This isn’t a vote by 
the church ladies bazaar or the school PTA on whether to offer brownies or cupcakes at the annual bake 
sale. THIS is someone’s protected right to vote! Why would we allow that to be decided by a simple 
majority? Is this an attempt to allow partisan decisions be made regarding our votes? Neither party 
should have that influence. The safeguard of a unanimous vote should remain in effect to protect our 
right to vote. The change to a simple majority vote rather than a unanimous vote is NOT reasonably 
necessary.  
 
2. Addressing the rule change for rejecting absentee ballots (or mail-in ballots): the proposed change to 
reject a ballot that isn’t in the correct inner mailer, sealed, and placed in yet another sealed envelop 
creates confusion. Whew, that was confusing just to write! This tedious process places unnecessary 
burden and confusion on our senior citizens and those with physical disabilities. It places an 
unnecessary and confusing burden on our courageous Service Members deployed abroad protecting our 
interests. We should be protecting their right to vote at all costs. There is little time for these individuals 
to correct their absentee ballot should they make a miss step in the process and it’s certainly 
unreasonable to tell them to vote in person. Common sense should be used by the county board of 
elections in determining the intention of these individuals to vote absentee. Exercising our right to vote 
needs to be simple for everyone. Again, this is unnecessary and confusing.  
 
3. Addressing amplified music at polling sites: prohibiting amplified music near polling sites is 
unnecessary and creates confusion. Many individuals use music to celebrate their right to vote. How 
would anyone outside a polling site know if they are being too loud? There is no clarity to this rule and 
leaves it to complete subjectivity. I can’t think of any reason why this would impact voters headed to the 
polls other than to allow poll workers to turn them away. This appears as a blatant attempt to discourage 
and stifle voting, especially for minority and young voters. This directly violates voting rights. Again, this is 
unnecessary and creates confusion.  

 You don't often get email from stephanie.mood@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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I urge the Rules Revision Committee to reject these changes on the grounds they are reasonably 
unnecessary and create confusion.  
 
Respectfully, 
Stephanie Mood 
Montgomery County, NC, Resident 
 
 
 
 
Sent from Gmail Mobile Please excuse typos and autocorrect errors 


















































