
1

Burgos, Alexander N

From: Robin Barefoot <robinbarefoot@outlook.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2026 3:15 PM
To: rrc.comments
Cc: SVC_SBOE.RuleMaking; Robin Barefoot
Subject: [External] Written Objection and Request for Legislative Review - Rule 08 NCAC 09.0107

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
To the Rules Review Commission: 
 
I am a registered voter in Durham County, writing to formally object to the NCSBE’s proposed Rule 08 NCAC 
09.0107. 
 
The rule violates N.C.G.S. section 10B-21.9(a)(1) by exceeding the administrative authority granted to the agency 
by the General Assembly.  
 
The rule as written does not include suƯicient protections to ensure the BOE personnel conducting a machine 
recount are chosen and assigned with appropriate assurance for impartiality and preservation of ballots rejected 
by the tabulator.  
 
Pursuant to N.C.G.S. section 150B-21.3(b)(2), this letter serves as my formal written objection and clearly 
requests that this rule be subjected to review by the legislature. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Robin Barefoot   
919-612-1629  
6726 Johnson Mill Road 
Durham NC 27712 
Durham County 
robinbarefoot@outlook.com 
 
 
 

 You don't often get email from robinbarefoot@outlook.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Robin Barefoot <robinbarefoot@outlook.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2026 3:07 PM
To: rrc.comments
Cc: SVC_SBOE.RuleMaking; Robin Barefoot
Subject: [External] Written Objection and Request for Legislative Review - Rule 08 NCAC 17.109

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
To the Rules Review Commission: 
 
I am a registered voter in Durham County, writing to formally object to the NCSBE’s proposed Rule 08 NCAC 
17.109. 
 
The rule violates N.C.G.S. section 10B-21.9(a)(1) by exceeding the administrative authority granted to the agency 
by the General Assembly.  
 
The rule as written does not include suƯicient protections to ensure the county BOE staƯ exercise all due diligence 
and reasonable care to enable the vote to be cast. Every member of the county board must agree that a voter's 
form is false before their ballot can be rejected. The proposed change would allow a partisan majority to override a 
dissenting board member's judgment, putting ballots at risk based on board composition rather than the facts of a 
voter's individual situation. 
 
Pursuant to N.C.G.S. section 150B-21.3(b)(2), this letter serves as my formal written objection and clearly 
requests that this rule be subjected to review by the legislature. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Robin Barefoot   
919-612-1629  
6726 Johnson Mill Road 
Durham NC 27712 
Durham County 
robinbarefoot@outlook.com 
 
 
 

 You don't often get email from robinbarefoot@outlook.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Robin Barefoot <robinbarefoot@outlook.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2026 3:02 PM
To: rrc.comments
Cc: SVC_SBOE.RuleMaking; Robin Barefoot
Subject: [External] Written Objection and Request for Legislative Review - Rule 08 NCAC 18.0503

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
To the Rules Review Commission: 
 
I am a registered voter in Durham County, writing to formally object to the NCSBE’s proposed Rule 08 NCAC 
18.0503. 
 
The rule violates N.C.G.S. section 10B-21.9(a)(1) by exceeding the administrative authority granted to the agency 
by the General Assembly.  
 
The rule as written does not include suƯicient protections to ensure the county BOE staƯ exercise all due diligence 
and reasonable care to enable the vote to be cast. 
 
Pursuant to N.C.G.S. section 150B-21.3(b)(2), this letter serves as my formal written objection and clearly 
requests that this rule be subjected to review by the legislature. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Robin Barefoot   
919-612-1629  
6726 Johnson Mill Road 
Durham NC 27712 
Durham County 
robinbarefoot@outlook.com 
 
 

 You don't often get email from robinbarefoot@outlook.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Jody Neill-Shaughnessy <jlneillshau@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 10:05 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Proposed Voting Changes

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
 
 
Dear Members of the Rules Review Commission, 
   I am a voter from Charlotte. I am writing today to respectfully ask you  to consider whether these proposed rules 
are reasonably necessary and whether they could create confusion for voters before approving them. 
    I am especially  concerned about the proposal regarding having a majority vote vs a unanimous vote to throw out 
a ballot because I feel like it could cause contested ballots, longer waits for results, and inaccurate election results. 
We should have very stringent requirements for eliminating ballots and not lowered standards. I think about 
everything that happened with the Allison Riggs/Jefferson Griffin case and we want to continue to hold high 
standards and make sure every valid vote counts. 
   Thank you for your time to consider my comments before your next meeting. 
                           Jody Neill-Shaughnessy 
                            Charlotte, NC 
--  
  Jody Neill-Shaughnessy    
 
 
 

 You don't often get email from jlneillshau@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Betsy Richter <bhrichter2@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 8:25 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Voting changes

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 

Subject: Strong Opposition to Proposed Election Rule and Voting Changes 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to three proposed changes to North Carolina’s election 
rules. These modifications threaten voter access, fairness, and the integrity of our democratic 
process. 

First, I object to reducing the voting requirement to a simple majority for the election board to discard 
a provisional ballot. Currently, tossing a provisional ballot requires a unanimous, 100% vote from the 
board. Because North Carolina’s 100 county boards consist of three Republicans and two Democrats, 
lowering this threshold to a simple majority removes the vital safeguard of bipartisan consensus. It 
allows a single political party to invalidate ballots unilaterally. 

Second, I oppose the proposal to reject mail-in ballots solely because they are not placed in the exact 
correct envelope within the state's complex two-envelope system. Implementing this rule without 
providing a chance to cure the mistake will disproportionately disenfranchise military personnel 
stationed abroad, overseas workers, and elderly voters. Valid ballots cast by eligible citizens should 
not be thrown out over minor administrative technicalities. 

Third, I object to the prohibition of amplified sound outside polling places. Waiting lines at busy voting 
precincts can be long and chaotic. Amplified sound is a critical tool used by non-partisan volunteers 
and election workers to communicate essential voting instructions, directional information, and 
safety updates to citizens standing outside in line. Banning it creates unnecessary confusion and 
hinders efficient line management. 

I urge you to reject these restrictive measures and instead focus on policies that protect bipartisan 
oversight, preserve the military vote, and keep polling locations accessible for all North Carolinians. 

Thank you for your time and your dedication to fair elections. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Richter 

 You don't often get email from bhrichter2@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Karen Jones <ksjones610@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 7:12 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment on proposed election rules

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
 
Dear Members of the Rules Review Commission, 
I am a North Carolina voter, and I respectfully ask you to consider whether these proposed rules are reasonably necessary and whether 
they could create confusion for voters before approving them. 
1 am particularly concerned about the proposal regarding port dialog cancelling mail in ballots for simply not having the inner envelope 
because people who are voting absentee will not be present in order to correct any mistake. This is an easy thing to forget to do and I 
believe cancelling someone’s vote for simply not having an inner envelope would have devastating consequences.  
I do not believe this proposed rule is reasonably necessary because 
I am also concerned that this proposal could create confusion or unnecessary barriers. 
Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments before your next meeting. 
Respectfully, 
Karen Jones 
Wake County Voter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 

 You don't often get email from ksjones610@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Alishia Jones <alishiajones09@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 6:31 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Necessity of Proposed Rules

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
Dear Members of the Rules Review Commission, 
 
I am a North Carolina voter, and I respectfully ask you to consider whether these proposed rules are 
reasonably necessary or would create confusion for voters before approving them. 
   
The North Carolina State Board of Elections has proposed harmful rule changes that could: 
 
• Allow county boards to reject certain ballots along party lines: 
• This change risks undermining the impartiality of our election process. By opening the door for partisan 
decisions on ballot acceptance, it could erode public trust in the fairness of our elections. There is no 
clear evidence that such a rule is needed, and it would likely lead to increased disputes, delays, and 
confusion for voters whose ballots are subjected to subjective scrutiny. 
 
• Limit certain types of constitutionally protected gatherings at polling sites: 
• Restricting gatherings at polling places may infringe upon rights guaranteed by the Constitution, such 
as freedom of assembly and speech. Existing regulations already ensure safety and order at polling sites; 
further limitations are unnecessary and could discourage civic engagement. These restrictions would 
create uncertainty about what is permitted, leading to confusion for voters and volunteers alike. 
 
• Make it harder to vote by mail (and harder for those ballots to count): 
• Additional barriers to mail-in voting are not justified, especially when current procedures are already 
robust and secure. Making it more difficult for voters to cast ballots by mail and have them counted 
would disproportionately affect those who rely on this method, such as seniors, people with disabilities, 
and those unable to visit polling sites in person. This change could result in a lower voter turnout and 
unnecessary confusion regarding the mail-in voting process. 
 
I do not believe that the proposals are reasonably necessary and will create confusion. I am particularly 
concerned that these changes would undermine confidence in our elections and make it harder for 
North Carolinians to participate in the democratic process. 
   
I am urging the Review Commission to REJECT these anti-voter rules and instead protect voters’ rights. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  

 You don't often get email from alishiajones09@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Alishia Jones 
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Diana Shepard <shepdmv@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 6:02 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] New board of elections proposals

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
I would like to comment on these three proposals   
 
Regarding the provisional ballots, I don’t believe that this is reasonably necessary 
 
Regarding envelope issues, I feel this proposal will create confusion and unnecessary barriers for our 
military and overseas voters. What a horrible thing to do to our military right before elections! 
 
Regarding prohibiting amplified sound, is this reasonably necessary? For some voters, this is an 
opportunity to come together and enjoy that time standing in long lines. This sounds like a rule targeting 
certain voters for no reasonable purpose.  
 
Please consider how these changes will adversely affect voters in North Carolina and our military 
overseas. This is not what America is about. 
 
Thank you for your attention before you consider these proposals.  
 
Diana Shepard, constituent  
3704 Albritton Dr, Durham, NC 27705 
 

 You don't often get email from shepdmv@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Ann Moss Joyner <annmossjoyner@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 5:31 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] voter regs changes: public comment

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 

Dear Members of the Rules Review Commission, 

I am a North Carolina voter, and I respectfully ask you to consider whether these proposed rules are 
reasonably necessary and whether they could create confusion for voters before approving them. 

I am particularly concerned about the proposal regarding provisional ballots and the proposal regarding 
absentee ballots because I don't think that either is necessary or helpful. 

I do not believe this proposed rule is reasonably necessary we have not had issues with the current system. 

I am also concerned that this proposal could create confusion or unnecessary barriers. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments before your next meeting. 

Respectfully, 

Ann Joyner 
Mebane, North Carolina 
 
 

 You don't often get email from annmossjoyner@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Janet Elmo <janetgelmo@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 5:18 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment on Proposed Election Rules Changes

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
Dear Members of the Rules Review Commission: 
 
I am a North Carolina voter and have been made aware of three proposed election rules. I respectfully 
ask if the three are truly and reasonably necessary. I believe they will create confusion among voters, 
and in the case of  the envelope within an envelope, will likely disinfranchise our military members 
who live out of state or the country. 
 
I also don't understand why you are concerned about amplified sounds at election sites. There's an old 
saying I'm sure you know - if it ain't broke, don't fix it. And the three proposals you are considering 
seem very clear to me that you're trying to fix something that's not broken. 
 
Please vote these proposals down in the name of fair and honest elections. 
Thank you, 
Janet Elmo 
Durham 
 

 You don't often get email from janetgelmo@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Margaret Larson <margielarson61@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 4:11 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Objection to proposed voting changes

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
I am a registered voter in North Carolina. I strenuously object to the proposed changes to which votes are 
accepted and which could now be excluded. This is nothing more than an effort to disenfranchise voters 
for nonsensical reasons.  
Every member of this committee should be held legally liable for criminal prosecution if they seek to 
silence the voters of this state.  
 
 
Margaret Larson 
Fayetteville NC 

 You don't often get email from margielarson61@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Susan Berland <susanberland@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 4:08 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] New voting rules

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
I'm writing to strongly object to all three of the new voting rules. This is not playing fair and will 
disenfranchise way too many voters. They are totally unnecessary.  
 

Warm regards, 

Susan Berland 

She/Her/Hers 

415.987-3194 

 

 You don't often get email from susanberland@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: T BLAINE <tgmblaine@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 3:44 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Proposed New Voting Rules

[You don't oŌen get email from tgmblaine@aol.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open aƩachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the 
Report Message buƩon located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 
 
 
As a resident of NC, zip code 28227, I object to the proposed new voƟng rules that would allow a simple majority, rather 
than a 100% vote, to reject a mail-in ballot.  The new rules also would prevent ciƟzens from overseas the ability to cure 
their ballot for minor technicaliƟes, such as envelope placement.  In addiƟon, the proposal to forbid amplified sound 
outside of polling places is unnecessary and instrucƟve upon loc government as municipaliƟes have their own sound 
ordinances. 
 
Teresa M Blaine 
4821 Oberwald Pl 
CharloƩe NC 28227 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Candace Smith <candacesmith7@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 2:38 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] New proposed voting rules 

[You don't oŌen get email from candacesmith7@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open aƩachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the 
Report Message buƩon located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 
 
 
I strongly object to the new voƟng rules. 
 
These new rules will be extremely unfair to our military personnel and persons in overseas jobs, as well as others. With 
the complicated two-envelope NC system, these rules will hamper, or even eliminate, their opportunity to cure 
otherwise perfect ballots. Thus cheaƟng them of their votes. 
 
The decisions by the NC elecƟon board for tossing ballots need to be unanimous, not reduced to a majority. Leave it as it 
is, 100% of the board members. 
 
Do not pass these new rules. They are not in the best interest of NC voters. 
 
Candace Smith 
High Point, NC 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Jen Gorham <sunsethouse@triad.rr.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 2:24 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] NO TO PROPOSED VOTING RULES

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
Dear Rules Committee, 
 
Please vote no to proposed voting rules.  
 
Jennifer Gorham 

 You don't often get email from sunsethouse@triad.rr.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Natalie <davisnsma2@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 1:33 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment on Proposed Election Rules

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
Dear Members of the Rules and Review Commission, 

My name is Natalie Davis, and I'm a North Carolina voter. I'm writing to respectfully ask you to consider 
whether the proposed election rules are reasonably necessary and whether they would create confusion 
for voters before you approve them.  

I do not believe the proposed rule to limit noise outside of polling areas is necessary because often times 
inspiring music is played and is part of the voting experience. There isn't a need for this limitation, and it 
only limits voting activity and participation.  

I am also concerned this proposal would create confusion and unnecessary barriers for military and 
overseas voters due to the envelop rule. If overseas voters make a mistake because the new rule is 
inherently complicated stuffing envelops inside envelops, then they wouldn't have a chance to remedy it 
and have their vote count. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments before your next meeting. 

Respectfully, 
Natalie Davis 
Newton, North Carolina 

 You don't often get email from davisnsma2@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Richard Henrich <richardhenrich@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 11:34 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Proposals

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I have an issues with the proposed changes to the voting process. 
 
The first proposal " to allow a majority to remove ballot" I do not think this is necessary. 
 
The second proposal "to not count ballots that are not mailed in the proper envelope" would not allow a person 
especially our military personnel overseas to correct any problem. 
 
The third proposal "not allow amplified voices around poll places" I believe is a huge over reach. Being a poll 
worker, if there is a problem, the chief judge is move than capable of handling it.  
 
 
Thank you  
 
Richard Henrich 
312 Crescent St. 
Saluda, NC  28773 

 You don't often get email from richardhenrich@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Nancy HM <nhughesmiller@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 11:34 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment on Proposed Election Rules

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
Dear Members of the Rules Review Commission, 
 
I am a North Carolina voter, and I respectfully ask you to consider whether these proposed rules are 
reasonably necessary and whether they could create confusion for voters before approving them. 
 
I am particularly concerned about the proposal regarding a new count of members to approve the rule 
change that might make one party have ultimate “say” - it doesn’t need to change and causes much 
confusion and DISTRUST! Provisional ballots are working FINE NOW- do not change the rule! And mail in 
voting SHOULD NOT BECOME HARDER- this envelope and date change DISENFRANCHISES MANY 
VOTERS - and will suppress people’s voices in this election. Do not eliminate the right of people to play 
music at polling places because it has proven to be popular and does not affect anyone’s right to vote. It 
provides a calming backdrop to a potentially stressful and time consuming experience.  
 
I do not believe these proposed rules are reasonably necessary because the existing rules were 
developed in a fair bipartisan manner. And these changes will sow confusion and uncertainty and give 
the party in power NOW (GOP) UNFAIR ADVANTAGE!  
 
Again I am also concerned that these proposals will create confusion, unnecessary barriers and only 
benefit ONE PARTY. 
 
MAKE NO NEW RULES FOR OUR UPCOMING ELECTIONS! You will be seen as PARTISAN HACKS with 
ALLEGIANCE TO Trump VS DEMOCRACY!!!  
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments before your next meeting. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Nancy Hughes Miller  
Cary, North Carolina 

 You don't often get email from nhughesmiller@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Francene Greene <fvgreene@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:27 PM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Public Comment on Proposed Election Rules

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
Dear Members of the Rules Review Commission,  
 
I am a North Carolina voter, and with much respect I am asking you to  consider whether these proposed rules are 
reasonably necessary and whether they could create confusion for voters before approving them. 
 
I am particularly concerned about the proposal regarding how provisional ballots are rejected. The current rule 
requires EVERY member of the board to agree. The proposed change recommends a SIMPLE majority which goes 
AGAINST the legal voter.   
 
I do not believe this proposed rule is reasonably necessary because it makes it too easy to disqualify a legitimate 
provisional ballot/vote, thus denying a voter of their fair and legal right to vote.  
 
I am also concerned that the multiple envelope proposal for mail in ballots of those North Carolinians, like service 
members, could create confusion or unnecessary barriers by the specifics of envelopes (size, addressing, etc.) and 
even access to the specified envelopes (like costs). Our service members, of all people, do NOT deserve this undue 
burden in exercising their right to vote.   
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments before your next meeting. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Francene V. Greene 
Concord, North Carolina 
 
 
 

 You don't often get email from fvgreene@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Susan Rodriguez <susan.rodriguez2@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 10:28 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Objection to proposed rules 

[You don't oŌen get email from susan.rodriguez2@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open aƩachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the 
Report Message buƩon located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 
 
 
I have read the proposed rules regarding reducing to a simple majority all provisional ballots, mail in ballots in incorrect 
envelopes and forbidding amplified sound outside polling places. 
 
I strongly disagree with all three proposed rules and believe they are a way to discourage voters, especially those 
overseas, from voƟng. 
You are making the rules for your own convenience and not for the convenience of voters. 
 
Re-think what you are doing, which is harming voters who have used their rights to choose their candidate. 
 
I hope you choose the right thing. We also have the power to vote you out. Remember that. 
 
Susan Rodriguez 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Gerald Wade <gnacwade@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:12 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Rules NC RULES REVIEW

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
 
This email is in request to make known and clarify some of the voting procedures that will be voted on 
July 30th.  
1). Provisional ballots and their acceptance.  Previously it was unanimously agreed or rejected on 
acceptance; now the board of elections want to make it ‘majority vote’.   Question - is this necessary or 
will it cause more confusion? 
 
2) Absentee ballots. (Voting for military, overseas and mail voters)  The process of  - ballot to official 
ballot envelope to return mail envelope  could cause barriers if the person is unable to correct a 
mistake.  Would the new proposal by the board cause more barriers and confusion for military and 
overseas voter? 
 
3) Actvities near polling places -prohibiting amplified music ie “souls to the polls” which provides a 
calming effect while people stand in long lines to vote   Question is this proposal necessary;  has it  been 
a demonstrated need for this change or does it restrict voting activity without justification? 
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad 
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Burgos, Alexander N

From: Teresa Sowinski <t.sowinski@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 10:25 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Please reject new unfair voting rules

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
I am concerned about two of the recent changes to rules regarding voting by the State Board of Elections. 
 
1. The ID Exception Form for a Provisional Ballot--changing the old rule of a unanimous decision by the 
Board in favor of a decision by a simple majority is Not Reasonably Necessary. With a 5 member board 
this allows for a partisan vote which is unacceptable and does not justly represent the citizens of North 
Carolina. Voting in North Carolina should not be influenced by political parties. 
 
2. The rule change for rejection of a mail in ballot because of an error in the voter’s usage of the two 
envelopes--Not using the inner envelope properly and/ or in the correct order, creates confusion. There is 
not enough time allotted for absentee voters to correct their error and many voters could be confused by 
the extra envelope. Rejecting their votes because of a tedious design is not reasonably necessary. 
Verification by a pole worker from each party and a supervisor is appropriate. Voting needs to be simple 
for everyone. 
 
Your diligence in making North Carolina's voting procedures a fair, nonpartisan, and honest system is 
expected of individuals holding your position. Our forefathers expected integrity above party lines. Voters 
of North Carolina do as well.  
 
Teresa Sowinski  
191 Old North State Lane 
New London, NC 28127 

 You don't often get email from t.sowinski@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important   



1

Burgos, Alexander N

From: Stephanie Mood <stephanie.mood@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 9:47 AM
To: rrc.comments
Subject: [External] Objection to proposed rule changes by the NC Board of Electiond

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the Report Message 
button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab. 

 
North Carolina Rules Revision Committee, 
 
I’m writing to address and voice my opposition to the unnecessary and unreasonable changes recently 
put forth by our State Board of Elections.  
 
1. Addressing the ID Exception Form for a Provisional Ballot: changing the old rule from a unanimous 
decision by the board to a simple majority vote is reasonably unnecessary. Our U.S. Constitution 
including several Amendments and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 protect our right to vote. Furthermore, 
our U.S Constitution requires that all criminal trial juries must vote unanimously to find a defendant 
guilty. Why would it be any different if our constitutional right to vote is challenged? This isn’t a vote by 
the church ladies bazaar or the school PTA on whether to offer brownies or cupcakes at the annual bake 
sale. THIS is someone’s protected right to vote! Why would we allow that to be decided by a simple 
majority? Is this an attempt to allow partisan decisions be made regarding our votes? Neither party 
should have that influence. The safeguard of a unanimous vote should remain in effect to protect our 
right to vote. The change to a simple majority vote rather than a unanimous vote is NOT reasonably 
necessary.  
 
2. Addressing the rule change for rejecting absentee ballots (or mail-in ballots): the proposed change to 
reject a ballot that isn’t in the correct inner mailer, sealed, and placed in yet another sealed envelop 
creates confusion. Whew, that was confusing just to write! This tedious process places unnecessary 
burden and confusion on our senior citizens and those with physical disabilities. It places an 
unnecessary and confusing burden on our courageous Service Members deployed abroad protecting our 
interests. We should be protecting their right to vote at all costs. There is little time for these individuals 
to correct their absentee ballot should they make a miss step in the process and it’s certainly 
unreasonable to tell them to vote in person. Common sense should be used by the county board of 
elections in determining the intention of these individuals to vote absentee. Exercising our right to vote 
needs to be simple for everyone. Again, this is unnecessary and confusing.  
 
3. Addressing amplified music at polling sites: prohibiting amplified music near polling sites is 
unnecessary and creates confusion. Many individuals use music to celebrate their right to vote. How 
would anyone outside a polling site know if they are being too loud? There is no clarity to this rule and 
leaves it to complete subjectivity. I can’t think of any reason why this would impact voters headed to the 
polls other than to allow poll workers to turn them away. This appears as a blatant attempt to discourage 
and stifle voting, especially for minority and young voters. This directly violates voting rights. Again, this is 
unnecessary and creates confusion.  
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I urge the Rules Revision Committee to reject these changes on the grounds they are reasonably 
unnecessary and create confusion.  
 
Respectfully, 
Stephanie Mood 
Montgomery County, NC, Resident 
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