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15A NCAC 03O .0114 is readopted as published in 36:07 NCR 488-489 as follows: 1 

 2 

15A NCAC 03O .0114 SUSPENSION, REVOCATION, AND REISSUANCE OF LICENSES 3 

(a)  All commercial and recreational licenses issued under Article 14A, Article 14B, and Article 25A of Chapter 113 4 

shall be subject to suspension and revocation. 5 

(b)  A conviction resulting from being charged by an inspector under G.S. 14-32, 14-33, 14-72, or 14-399 shall be 6 

deemed a conviction for the purposes of license suspension or revocation. 7 

(c)  Upon receipt of notice of a licensee's conviction as specified in G.S. 113-171 or a conviction as specified in 8 

Paragraph (b) of this Rule, the Fisheries Director shall determine whether it is a first, second, third, fourth, or 9 

subsequent conviction. Where several convictions result from a single transaction or occurrence, the convictions shall 10 

be treated as a single conviction for the purposes of license suspension or revocation. For a second conviction, the 11 

Fisheries Director shall suspend all licenses issued to the licensee for a period of 30 days; for a third conviction, the 12 

Fisheries Director shall suspend all licenses issued to the licensee for a period of 90 days; for a fourth or subsequent 13 

conviction, the Fisheries Director shall revoke all licenses issued to the licensee, except: 14 

(1) for a felony conviction under G.S. 14-399, the Fisheries Director shall suspend all licenses issued 15 

to the licensee for a period of one year; 16 

(2) for a first conviction under G.S. 113-187(d)(1), the Fisheries Director shall suspend all licenses 17 

issued to the licensee for a period of one year; for a second or subsequent conviction under G.S. 18 

113-187(d)(1), the Fisheries Director shall revoke all licenses issued to the licensee; 19 

(3) for a conviction under G.S. 14-72, 113-208, 113-209, 113-268, or 113-269, the Fisheries Director 20 

shall revoke all licenses issued to the licensee; and 21 

(4) for a conviction under G.S. 14-32 or 14-33, if the offense was committed against a marine fisheries 22 

inspector, the Fisheries Director shall revoke all licenses issued to the licensee and the former 23 

licensee shall not be eligible to apply for reinstatement of a revoked license or for any additional 24 

license authorized in Article 14A, Article 14B, or Article 25A of Chapter 113 for a period of two 25 

years. 26 

(d)  After the Fisheries Director determines that a conviction requires a suspension or revocation of the licenses of a 27 

licensee, the Fisheries Director shall cause the licensee to be served with written notice of suspension or revocation. 28 

If the licensee is not an individual, the written notice shall be served upon any responsible individual affiliated with 29 

the corporation, partnership, or association. The notice of suspension or revocation shall be served by an inspector or 30 

other agent of the Department or by certified mail, shall state the ground upon which it is based, and shall take effect 31 

immediately upon service. The agent of the Fisheries Director making service shall collect all license certificates and 32 

plates and other forms or records relating to the license as directed by the Fisheries Director. Upon service of a notice 33 

of suspension or revocation of a license, it shall be unlawful to fail to surrender any license so suspended or revoked. 34 

(e)  If a license has been suspended, the former licensee shall not be eligible to apply for reissuance of license or for 35 

any additional license authorized in Article 14A, Article 14B, or Article 25A of Chapter 113 during the suspension 36 
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period. Licenses shall be returned to the licensee by the Fisheries Director or the Director's agents at the end of a 1 

period of suspension. 2 

(f)  Where a license has been revoked, the former licensee shall not be eligible to apply for reinstatement of a revoked 3 

license or for any additional license authorized in Article 14A, Article 14B and Article 25A of Chapter 113 for a 4 

period of one year, except as provided in Subparagraph (c)(4) of this Rule. For a request for reinstatement following 5 

revocation, the former licensee shall demonstrate in the request that the licensee will conduct the operations for which 6 

the license is sought in accord accordance with all applicable laws and rules, shall submit the request in writing, and 7 

shall send mail the request to the Fisheries Director, Division of Marine Fisheries, 3441 Arendell Street, P.O. Box 8 

769, Morehead City, NC 28557. Upon the application of an eligible former licensee after revocation, the Fisheries 9 

Director may issue one license sought but not another, as necessary to prevent the hazard of recurring violations of 10 

the law. 11 

(g)  A licensee shall not willfully It shall be unlawful to evade the service prescribed in this Rule. 12 

 13 

History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-168.1; 113-171; 113-182; 143B-289.52; S.L. 2010-145; 14 

Eff. October 1, 2012; 15 

Amended Eff. May 1, 2017; 16 

Readopted Eff. (Pending legislative review pursuant to S.L. 2019-198). 17 



1 of 2 

15A NCAC 03O .0209 is readopted as published in 36:07 NCR 491-492 as follows: 1 

 2 

15A NCAC 03O .0209 TRANSFER OF INTEREST ASSIGNMENT OF SHELLFISH LEASES AND 3 

FRANCHISES 4 

(a)  For the purpose of effecting assignments of shellfish leases or franchises in accordance with this Rule: 5 

(1) "transfer" shall be defined as any permanent assignment of a shellfish lease or franchise, in whole 6 

or in part. 7 

(2) "sublease" shall be defined as any temporary assignment of a shellfish lease or franchise, in whole 8 

or in part. 9 

(a)  Within 30 days after transfer of ownership of all or any portion of interest in a shellfish lease or franchise, the new 10 

owner shall notify the Division, and provide the number of the lease or franchise and the county in which it is located.  11 

Such notification shall be accompanied by a management plan prepared by the new owner in accordance with 15A 12 

NCAC 03O .0202(b). 13 

(b)  No transfer or sublease of a shellfish lease or franchise, in whole or in part, shall be valid until notice is provided 14 

to the Division of Marine Fisheries as provided in Article 16 of Chapter 113 of the North Carolina General Statutes 15 

and the Division provides written consent in order to ensure that a transferee or sub-lessee meets the requirements of 16 

the North Carolina General Statutes and Marine Fisheries Commission Rules. A transfer may only be made by the use 17 

of a form provided and approved by the Division. 18 

(c)  Notice to transfer or sublease a shellfish lease or franchise shall include the shellfish lease or franchise number, 19 

county in which the lease or franchise is located, and the name of the transferee or sub-lessee. The transferee or sub-20 

lessee of a shellfish lease shall provide to the Division the required Shellfish Lease Management Plan and proof of 21 

completion of training requirements in accordance with Rule .0202 of this Section. 22 

(b)(d)  If the new owner obtains a The smallest portion of an existing shellfish bottom lease or franchise, it shall not 23 

contain less than franchise to be transferred or subleased shall be one-half acre acre.and the required notification to 24 

the Division shall be accompanied by a survey prepared in accordance with the standards in 15A NCAC 03O .0203(d). 25 

(c)  Within six months after transfer of ownership, the new owner shall complete shellfish cultivation lease training 26 

as specified in 15A NCAC 03O .0202(d). 27 

(e)  A shellfish lease or franchise shall not be transferred or subleased to a nonresident of North Carolina in accordance 28 

with G.S. 113-202, G.S. 113-202.1, G.S. 113-202.2, and G.S. 113-206. 29 

(d)(f)  Water column leases are not transferrable except when the Secretary approves such transfer A shellfish water 30 

column lease shall only be transferred in accordance with G.S. 113-202.1(f) and G.S. 113-202.2(f). 31 

(e)  In the event the transferee involved in a lease is a nonresident, the Secretary must initiate termination proceedings. 32 

 33 

History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 113-201; 113-202; 113-202.1; 113-202.2; 113-205; 113-206; 34 

143B-289.52; 35 

Eff. January 1, 1991; 36 

Amended Eff. April 1, 2011; March 1, 1994; September 1, 1991; 37 
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Readopted Eff. May 1, 2022. 1 
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	15A NCAC 03I 0101
	subchapter 03i – general rules
	section .0100 – general rules
	15A NCAC 03I .0101 DEFINITIONS
	All definitions set out in G.S. 113, Subchapter IV and the following additional terms shall apply to this Chapter:




	15A NCAC 03I 0104
	15A NCAC 03I .0104 INTRODUCE, TRANSFER TRANSFER, OR HOLD IMPORTED MARINE AND ESTUARINE ORGANISMS
	(a)  In order to To protect the marine and estuarine resources of North Carolina from unacceptable risks from predators, pests, parasites, and disease, it is shall be unlawful, except for American eels imported from Maryland, Virginia, or South Caroli...
	(b)  Any person desiring to obtain a Permit to Introduce, Transfer Transfer, or Hold Imported Marine and Estuarine Organisms must make written shall submit a complete application to the Division of Marine Fisheries, 3441 Arendell Street, P.O. Box 769,...
	(c)  The Fisheries Director shall require disinfection, quarantine or destruction of organisms and transfer materials as a condition of the permit, upon finding the importation poses a risk to North Carolina's marine or estuarine resources, or their e...
	(d)  The Fisheries Director may hold public meetings prior to granting permits for activities specified in Paragraph (a) of this Rule to gather information concerning risks to native marine or estuarine resources or the environment.


	15A NCAC 03I 0105
	15A NCAC 03I .0105 LEAVING DEVICES UNATTENDED
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to leave stakes, anchors, nets, buoys, or floating devices in any coastal fishing waters when Coastal Fishing Waters if such devices are not being employed in commercial fishing operations operations, except as otherwise p...
	(b)  It shall be unlawful to use or possess fishing equipment in Coastal Fishing Waters in violation of this Section or that contains edible species of fish unfit for human consumption.
	(b)(c)  It is shall be unlawful to leave pots in any coastal fishing waters Coastal Fishing Waters for more than five consecutive days, when days if such pots are not being employed in commercial fishing operations, except upon a timely and sufficient...
	(c)  It is unlawful to set or have any fishing equipment in coastal fishing waters in violation of this Section or which contains edible species of fish unfit for human consumption.


	15A NCAC 03I 0109
	15A NCAC 03I .0109 ARTIFICIAL REEFS AND RESEARCH SANCTUARIES
	(a)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, prohibit or restrict the taking of fish and the use of any equipment in and around any artificial reef or research sanctuary. Any closure or restriction shall be for no more than one year, subject to r...
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to engage in any fishing activity, use any equipment, or conduct any other operation which that has been prohibited by proclamation issued under this authority.


	15A NCAC 03I 0113
	15A NCAC 03I .0113 BIOLOGICAL SAMPLING
	It is shall be unlawful for any licensee under Chapter 113, Subchapter IV, of the General Statutes to refuse to allow the Fisheries Director or his the Fisheries Director's agents to obtain biological data, harvest information, or other statistical da...


	15A NCAC 03I 0114
	15A NCAC 03I .0114 RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful for a licensed fish dealer:
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful for a seller licensed under G.S. 113, Article 14A or donor to fail to provide to the fish dealer, at the time of transaction, the following:
	(c)  It is shall be unlawful to transport fish without having ready at hand for inspection a bill of consignment, bill of lading, or other shipping documentation provided by the shipping dealer showing thereon the name of the consignee, name of the sh...
	(1)  name of the consignee;
	(2) name of the shipper;
	(3) date of the shipment;
	(4) name of fish being shipped; and
	(5) quantity of each fish being shipped.
	In the event the fisherman taking the fish is also a licensed fish dealer and ships from the point of landing, all shipping records shall be recorded at the point of landing. Fishermen who transport their fish directly to licensed fish dealers are exe...
	(d)  It is shall be unlawful to export fish landed in the State in a commercial fishing operation without a North Carolina licensed fish dealer completing all the record keeping recordkeeping requirements in G.S. 113-168.2(i).
	(e)  It is shall be unlawful to offer for sale fish purchased from a licensed fish dealer without having ready at hand for inspection by Marine Patrol Fisheries inspectors or other agent agents of the Fisheries Director written documentation of purcha...
	(1) name of the licensed fish dealer;
	(2) name of the purchaser;
	(3) date of the purchase;
	(4) name of fish purchased; and
	(5) quantity of each fish purchased.
	(f)  It is shall be unlawful for a holder of a Fish Dealer's Dealer License to have fish in possession at a licensed location without written documentation from a licensed fish dealer or a completed North Carolina Marine Fisheries Trip Ticket trip tic...


	15A NCAC 03I 0118
	15A NCAC 03I .0118 DISPOSAL OF EVIDENCE
	It is shall be unlawful for any person to dispose of fish or fish, parts thereof, of fish, fishing equipment or gear, or other matter in any manner, preparatory to, during, or subsequent to the taking of fish after any communication or signal from an ...


	15A NCAC 03J 0101
	SUBCHAPTER 3J 03J  - NETS, POTS, DREDGES, AND OTHER FISHING DEVICES
	SECTION .0100 - NET RULES, GENERAL
	15A NCAC 03J .0101 FIXED OR STATIONARY NETS
	It is shall be unlawful to use or set fixed or stationary nets:nets for any of the following:




	15A NCAC 03J 0105
	15A NCAC 03J .0105 PURSE SEINES
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to use purse seines except for the taking of menhaden, Atlantic thread herring, gizzard shad shad, or pinfish, as further restricted by Paragraphs (b) and (c) of this Rule.pinfish.
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to take menhaden, Atlantic thread herring, gizzard shad or pinfish with use a purse seine in violation of any of the following limitations:accordance with the following:
	(c)(e)  Menhaden, Atlantic thread herring, gizzard shad shad, or pinfish may be taken at any time with a purse seine from beyond one mile of shore in the Atlantic Ocean and transported to port except as specified by Session Law 2007-320 2012-190 and S...
	(d)(f)  It is shall be unlawful for the responsible party to fail to carry out the following requirements when a fish spill from a purse seine occurs:


	15A NCAC 03J 0109
	15a ncac 03j .0109 LONG-HAUL FISHING OPERATIONS, IDENTIFICATION long haul and swipe net REQUIREMENTS
	It is shall be unlawful to tow or pull use a net in a long-haul long haul or swipe net fishing excluding operations with nets made entirely of monofilament and having a mesh length of three inches or greater:operation:


	15A NCAC 03J 0110
	15A NCAC 03J .0110 SEINES
	It is shall be unlawful to use seines 30 feet or over in length for recreational purposes unless the net is marked by attaching to the corkline one a floating buoy, any shade of hot pink in color, which color. Buoys shall be of solid foam or other sol...


	15A NCAC 03J 0301
	section .0300 - POTS, DREDGES, AND OTHER FISHING DEVICES
	15A NCAC 03J .0301 POTS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to use pots except during time periods and in areas specified herein:
	The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in 15A NCAC 03L .0201, further restrict the use of pots to take blue crabs.
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to use pots:
	(c)  It is shall be unlawful to use pots in a commercial fishing operation, operation unless each pot is marked by attaching a floating buoy of any color except any shade of yellow or any shade of hot pink, or any combination of colors that include an...
	(d)  Pots attached to shore or a pier shall be exempt from Subparagraphs (a)(2) and (a)(3) of this Rule.
	(e)  It is shall be unlawful to use shrimp pots with mesh lengths smaller than one and one-fourth inches stretch or five-eighths-inch bar.
	(f)  It is shall be unlawful to use pots to take eels with mesh lengths smaller than one-half inch by one-half inch, except until January 1, 2017 eel pots of any mesh length with an escape panel that is at least four inches square with a mesh length o...
	(g)  It is Except for unbaited pots or pots baited with a male crab, it shall be unlawful to use crab pots in Coastal Fishing Waters unless each pot contains no less than two three unobstructed escape rings that are at least two and five-sixteenths fi...
	For the purpose of this Rule, a "divider" shall mean a panel that separates the crab pot into upper and lower sections.
	(h)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, exempt the escape ring requirements described in Paragraph (g) of this Rule in order to allow the harvest of mature female crabs and may impose any or all of the following restrictions:restrictions for...
	(i)  It is shall be unlawful to use more than 150 crab pots per vessel in Newport River.
	(j)  It is shall be unlawful to remove crab pots from the water or remove crabs from crab pots between one hour after sunset and one hour before sunrise.
	(k)  It is shall be unlawful to use pots to take crabs unless the line connecting the pot to the buoy is non-floating.
	(l)  It is shall be unlawful to use pots with leads or leaders to take shrimp. For the purpose of this Rule, "leads" or "leaders" are defined as shall mean any fixed or stationary net or device used to direct fish into any gear used to capture fish. A...



	15A NCAC 03J 0302
	15A NCAC 03J .0302 RECREATIONAL USE OF POTS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful for a Recreational Commercial Gear License holder to use pots authorized by 15A NCAC 03O .0302 unless each pot is marked by attaching one a floating buoy, any shade of hot pink in color, which color. Buoys shall be of soli...
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful for a person to use more than one crab pot attached to the shore along privately owned land or to a privately owned pier without possessing a valid Recreational Commercial Gear License.


	15A NCAC 03J 0305
	15A NCAC 03J .0305 TROTLINES (MULTIPLE HOOK OR MULTIPLE BAIT)
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to use multiple hook or multiple bait trotlines for recreational purposes unless such trotlines are each multiple hook or multiple bait trotline is marked by attaching to them at each end one a floating buoy, any shade of ...


	15A NCAC 03J 0404
	15A NCAC 03J .0404 OCEAN ARTIFICIAL REEF GEAR RESTRICTIONS
	(a)  For the purpose of this Rule:
	(1) "hand line" shall mean fishing gear that is set and pulled by hand and consists of one vertical line to which may be attached leader lines with hooks.
	(2) "hook and line" shall mean one or more hooks attached to one or more lines and shall include rod and reel, a fishing rod designed to be hand-held with a manually or electrically operated reel attached.
	(3) "spearfishing gear" shall mean spears, Hawaiian slings, or similar devices that propel pointed implements by mechanical means, including elastic tubing or bands, pressurized gas, or similar means.
	(b)  It shall be unlawful to use fishing gear in Ocean Artificial Reefs designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0119 except hand line, hook and line, and spearfishing gear, and except as further limited in accordance with Paragraph (d) of this Rule.
	(c)  It shall be unlawful to possess finfish taken with spearfishing gear in excess of a recreational limit within the boundaries of a designated Ocean Artificial Reef.
	(d)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, close the areas designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0119 to the use of specific fishing gear, including the gears otherwise allowed in Paragraph (b) of this Rule, based on biological impacts or user conflicts.
	(e)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, designate and modify Ocean Artificial Reefs in Coastal Fishing Waters of the Atlantic Ocean, based on biological impacts or variable spatial distribution, including shifted artificial reef material.


	15A NCAC 03J 0501
	Section .0500 – Pound Nets
	15A NCAC 03J .0501 DEFINITIONS AND STANDARDS FOR POUND NETS AND POUND NET SETS
	(a)  For the purpose of this Section the following terms are hereby defined:The following definitions shall apply to this Section:
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful for a pound net used in a commercial fishing operation to:
	(c)  It is shall be unlawful for a pound net set in a commercial fishing operation in coastal fishing waters to fail to:
	If a permittee notified of a violation under this Paragraph fails or refuses to take corrective action sufficient to remedy the violation within 10 days of receiving notice of the violation, the Fisheries Director shall revoke the permit.
	(d)  It is shall be unlawful to use a Recreational Commercial Gear License (RCGL) shrimp pound net as defined in 15A NCAC 03O .0302 (a)(8) .0302(a)(8) in coastal fishing waters unless the shrimp pound net is:
	(e)  Escape Panels:
	(f)  During 1 December through 1 February the The Fisheries Director shall by proclamation establish time periods between December 1 through February 1 and areas where it is shall be unlawful to fail to remove all nets from pound net sets in commercia...
	(g)  It is shall be unlawful within 30 days of abandonment of a permitted pound net set to fail to remove all stakes and associated gear from coastal fishing waters. The responsible party for abandoned pound net gear may be charged the costs incurred ...



	15A NCAC 03J 0502
	15A NCAC 03J .0502 POUND NET SET PERMIT APPLICATION AND PROCESSING
	(a)  All initial, renewal renewal, or transfer applications for Pound Net Set Permits, and the operation of such pound net sets, shall comply with the rules requirements governing all permits as provided in 15A NCAC 03O .0502. The procedures and requi...
	(b)  Applicants for Pound Net Set permits shall meet the following eligibility requirements as determined by the Fisheries Director:
	(c)  Applications for Pound Net Set permits shall include the following:
	(d)  For proposed new location(s), locations, the Fisheries Director shall issue a public notice of intent to consider issuance of a Pound Net Set Permit allowing for public comment for 20 days, and after the comment period, may hold public meetings t...
	(e)  In order for a site to be deemed suitable for a pound net set, the proposed set location shall meet the following criteria as determined by the Fisheries Director:


	15A NCAC 03J 0503
	15A NCAC 03J .0503 POUND NET SET PERMIT RENEWAL
	An application for renewal of an existing Pound Net Set Permit shall be filed not less than 30 days prior to the date of expiration of the existing permit, permit and shall not be processed unless filed by the permittee. The Fisheries Director shall r...


	15A NCAC 03J 0504
	15A NCAC 03J .0504 POUND NET SET PERMIT TRANSFER
	It is shall be unlawful to transfer a Pound Net Set Permit without a completed application for transfer being submitted to the Division of Marine Fisheries not less than 45 days before the date of the transfer. The application shall be made by the pro...


	15A NCAC 03J 0505
	15A NCAC 03J .0505 POUND NET SET PERMIT CONDITIONS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful for a permittee:permittee to:
	Failure to comply with this Paragraph is shall be grounds for the Fisheries Director to revoke any Pound Net Set Permits held by the permittee and for denial of any future applications for Pound Net Set Permits.
	(b)  Pound net sets are shall be subject to inspection at all times.
	(c)  Daily reporting may be a condition of the permit for a pound net set for fisheries under a quota.
	(d)  It is shall be unlawful to fail to remove all pound net stakes and associated gear within 30 days after expiration of the permit or notice by the Fisheries Director that an existing Pound Net Set Permit has been revoked or denied.
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	15A NCAC 03K 0101
	subchapter 03k - OYSTERS, CLAMS, SCALLOPS SCALLOPS, AND MUSSELS
	section .0100 – shellfish, general
	15A NCAC 03K .0101 PROHIBITED activities in pOLLUTED SHELLFISH AREAS/ACTIVITIESAREAS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to possess, sell, or take oysters, clams clams, or mussels from areas which that have been designated as prohibited (polluted) polluted by proclamation by the Fisheries Director except as provided in 15A NCAC 03K Rules .01...
	(b)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, close areas to the taking of oysters, clams, scallops scallops, and mussels in order to protect the shellfish populations for management purposes or for public health purposes not specified in Paragrap...
	(c)  It is shall be unlawful to possess or sell oysters, clams, or mussels taken from polluted waters outside North Carolina.Carolina, except as provided in 15A NCAC 03I .0104.




	15A NCAC 03K 0102
	15A NCAC 03K .0102 RAKES PROHIBITED RAKES
	It is shall be unlawful to use a rake more than 12 inches wide or weighing more than six pounds to take:


	15A NCAC 03K 0103
	15A NCAC 03K .0103 shellfish management areas
	(a)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, designate Shellfish Management Areas which meet either of the following criteria.  The area has:
	(a)  For the purpose of this Rule, "Shellfish Management Area" shall mean an area that has environmental conditions suitable for shellfish growth and survival that is designated to establish a localized regulatory strategy to improve the propagation o...
	(1) planted cultch;
	(2) existing shell; or
	(3) existing live shellfish.
	(b)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, designate and modify Shellfish Management Areas based on biological impacts or variable spatial distribution, including shifted material.
	(b)(c)  It is shall be unlawful to use a trawl net, long haul seine, or swipe net in any designated Shellfish or Seed Management area.Area. These areas shall be marked with signs or buoys. Unmarked and undesignated tributaries shall be the same design...
	(c)(d)  It is shall be unlawful to take shellfish from any Shellfish Management Area which that has been closed and posted, in accordance with Paragraph (b) of this Rule, except that the Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, open specific areas to ...
	(1) specify time;
	(2) specify area;
	(3) specify means and methods except as set forth in Paragraph (c) of this Rule;
	(4) specify season;
	(5) specify size;
	(6) specify quantity; and
	(7) specify marking requirements.


	15A NCAC 03K 0104
	15A NCAC 03K .0104 PERMITS FOR PLANTING RELAYING SHELLFISH FROM PROHIBITED/POLLUTED POLLUTED AREAS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take oysters or clams shellfish from prohibited (polluted) polluted public waters or franchises for planting on shellfish leases and franchises except as authorized by G.S. 113-203. Lease Shellfish lease and franchise h...
	(b)  The application for a relay permit shall be received by the Division of Marine Fisheries at least 15 days prior to the start of relaying activities.
	(c)  All relaying activities, including removal, transport, and planting, shall be monitored and observed by the Division.
	(b)(d)  The season for relaying clams shall be between April 1 and May 15 and the season for relaying oysters shellfish shall be for may occur within a specified six week period between the date of the statewide closure of oyster season and June 30, a...
	(1) the status of oyster shellfish resources available for harvest from public bottom and bottom;
	(2) surface water temperatures that are below 50  F (10  C), when shellfish relay shall not occur;
	(3) market factors affecting sale of oysters shellfish from public bottom which will assist in determining the statewide closure date bottom; and
	(4) manpower available availability of Division of Marine Fisheries staff to monitor and observe the shellfish relaying activity.
	(c)  For areas designated by the Fisheries Director as sites where shellfish would otherwise be destroyed in maintenance dredging operations, the season as set out in Paragraph (b) of this Rule shall not apply.
	(d)(e)  The Fisheries Director, acting upon recommendations of the Division of Environmental Health, shall close and reopen by proclamation any private shellfish beds lease or franchise for which the owner has obtained a permit to relay oysters and cl...


	15A NCAC 03K 0105
	15A NCAC 03K .0105 RECREATIONAL harvest of shellfish
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take oysters or clams from public bottoms bottom on Sundays, and scallops from public bottoms bottom on Saturdays and Sundays except:
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to possess, for recreational purposes, more than:


	15A NCAC 03K 0106
	15A NCAC 03K .0106 TAKING OR UNLOADING OYSTERS AND CLAMS ON SUNDAY OR AT nIGHT
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take oysters or clams between the hours of sunset and sunrise on any day.
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to unload oysters or clams from any vessel or remove any vessel containing oysters or clams from the water on Sunday Sundays or between sunset and sunrise on any day except that in New Hanover, Pender Pender, and Brunswick...
	(c)  Oysters and clams taken on Sunday Sundays from public bottom under the provisions of 15A NCAC 03K Rule .0105 of this Section or from shellfish leases and franchises pursuant to G.S. 113-208 are shall be exempt from Paragraph (b) of this Rule.


	15A NCAC 03K 0107
	15A NCAC 03K .0107 DEPURATION OF SHELLFISHCLAMS AND OYSTERS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take clams or oysters from the polluted public or private prohibited (polluted) waters or franchises of the state State for the purpose of depuration except when the harvest will utilize shellfish clams or oysters that ...
	(b)  The Fisheries Director, may, by proclamation, impose any or all of the following restrictions on the harvest of clams or oysters for depuration:
	(c)  Depuration permits:
	(d)  Transport of clams or oysters for depuration:
	(e)  It is shall be unlawful to ship clams or oysters harvested for depuration to depuration facilities located in a state other than North Carolina unless the facility is in compliance with the applicable rules and laws of the shellfish control agenc...
	(f)  The procedures and requirements for obtaining permits are found in 15A NCAC 03O .0500.


	15A NCAC 03K 0108
	15A NCAC 03K .0108 DREDGES/MECHANICAL DREDGES AND MECHANICAL METHODS PROHIBITED
	(a)  It shall be unlawful to use mechanical methods, except mechanical methods for oystering and clamming mechanical methods for clamming and mechanical methods for oystering as defined in 15A NCAC 03I .0101, to take shellfish.
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to use mechanical methods for oystering or clamming to take shellfish not subject to the restrictions in 15A NCAC 03K Rules .0201, .0204, .0302, 0304, .0304, .0404, .0501, and .0503:.0503 of this Subchapter:


	15A NCAC 03K 0109
	15A NCAC 03K .0109 SHELLFISH HARVESTER Harvest AND DEALER TAGS
	It is Consistent with the requirements of this Rule, it shall be unlawful to possess or sell oysters, clams, or mussels taken in a commercial fishing operation without a harvest tag affixed to each container of oysters, clams clams, or mussels. Tags s...


	15A NCAC 03K 0111
	15A NCAC 03K .0111 PERMITS TO USE MECHANICAL METHODS FOR SHELLFISH ON SHELLFISH LEASES OR FRANCHISES

	15A NCAC 03K 0201
	SECTION .0200 – OYSTERS
	15A NCAC 03K .0201 Oyster HARVEST MANAGEMENT
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take or possess oysters from public bottom except from October 15 through March 31.
	(b)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, impose any of the following restrictions on the taking of oysters:



	15A NCAC 03K 0202
	15A NCAC 03K .0202 CULLING REQUIREMENTS FOR Oysters
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to possess oysters which that have accumulated dead shell, accumulated oyster cultch material, a shell length less than that specified by proclamation issued under the authority of Rule .0201 of this Section, or any combin...
	(b)  All oysters shall be culled where harvested and all oysters of less than legal size, accumulated dead shell, and cultch material shall be immediately returned to the bottom from which it was taken.
	(c)(b)  This Rule shall not apply to oysters imported from out-of-state solely for shucking by shucking and packing plants permitted by the Division of Marine Fisheries.


	15A NCAC 03K 0204
	15A NCAC 03K .0204 DREDGES / MECHANICAL MECHANICAL METHODS for oystering PROHIBITED
	It is shall be unlawful to use any dredge or other mechanical method mechanical methods for oystering as defined in 15A NCAC 03I .0101 to take oysters:


	15A NCAC 03K 0205
	15a ncac 03k .0205 MARKETING OYSTERS TAKEN FROM A PRIVATE SHELLFISH BOTTOMS Lease or Franchise
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take, possess, buy, or sell oysters from a shellfish leases lease or franchises franchise during the open season unless such oysters have been culled in accordance with Rule 15A NCAC 03K .0202..0202 of this Section.
	(b)  It is unlawful to sell, purchase or possess oysters during the regular closed season without the lease or franchise holder delivering to the purchaser or other recipient a certification, on a form provided by the Division, that the oysters were t...
	(b)  All commercial oyster harvesting operations shall operate in accordance with any proclamations issued under the authority of Rule .0110 of this Subchapter.
	(c)  It is shall be unlawful for a shellfish lease or franchise holders holder or their the holder's designees to take or possess oysters from public bottom while possessing aboard a vessel oysters taken from a shellfish leases lease or franchises.fra...
	(d)  It shall be unlawful for a shellfish lease or franchise holder or the holder's designees to fail to obtain an Aquaculture Operation Permit if the lease or franchise has material extending more than 18 inches above the leased bottom or uses equipm...


	15A NCAC 03K 0207
	15a ncac 03k .0207 OYSTER SIZE AND HARVEST LIMIT EXEMPTIONEXEMPTIONs
	Possession and sale of oysters by a hatchery or oyster aquaculture operation and purchase and possession of oysters from a hatchery or oyster aquaculture operation shall be exempt from bag and size limit restrictions set under authority of 15A NCAC 03...


	15A NCAC 03K 0208
	15A NCAC 03K .0208 SEED OYSTER MANAGEMENT AREAS
	(a)  For the purpose of this Rule and 15A NCAC 03R .0116, "Seed Oyster Management Area" shall mean a shellfish producing habitat area located in open harvest waters that has environmental conditions unsuitable for shellfish growth and survival that is...
	(b)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, modify or close Seed Oyster Management Areas designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0116 for the protection of public health related to the public health programs under the authority of the Marine Fisheries Commi...
	(a)(c)  It is shall be unlawful to take oysters from Seed Oyster Management Areas designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0116 for planting on shellfish leases or franchises without first obtaining a Permit to Transplant Oysters from Seed Oyster Management Areas ...
	(b)(d)  It is shall be unlawful to use a trawl net, long haul seine, or swipe net in any designated Seed Oyster Management Area.


	15A NCAC 03K 0209
	15A NCAC 03K .0209 OYSTER SANCTUARIES
	(a)  It is unlawful to use a trawl net, long haul seine, or swipe net in Oyster Sanctuaries designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0117.  These areas shall be marked with signs or buoys.  Unmarked and undesignated tributaries shall be the same designation as the...
	(a)  For the purpose of this Rule and 15A NCAC 03R .0117, "Oyster Sanctuary" shall mean a type of artificial reef and shellfish producing habitat constructed for the purpose of oyster restoration that is managed to sustain populations of oyster broods...
	(b)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, close Oyster Sanctuary areas designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0117 to the use of specific fishing gears based on biological impacts or user conflicts.
	(c)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, designate and modify Oyster Sanctuaries based on biological impacts or variable spatial distribution, including shifted material.
	(b)(d)  It is shall be unlawful to use mechanical methods for oystering or clamming in, or to take oysters or clams from shellfish from, Oyster Sanctuaries designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0117..0117 or in accordance with Paragraph (c) of this Rule.
	(e)  It shall be unlawful to use a trawl net, long haul seine, or swipe net in any designated Oyster Sanctuary.


	15A NCAC 03K 0301
	SECTION .0300 - HARD CLAMS (MERCENARIA)
	15A NCAC 03K .0301 SIZE AND HARVEST LIMITLIMITS OF CLAMS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take, land, or possess aboard a vessel more than 6,250 hard clams per commercial fishing operation from public bottom in internal waters. It is shall be unlawful to take, possess, sell, or purchase any clams (except Ran...
	(b)  Size and harvest limits established in Paragraph (a) of this Rule and the season and area limitations established in 15A NCAC 3K .0302 Rule .0302 of this Section may or may not apply:apply for:



	15A NCAC 03K 0302
	15A NCAC 03K .0302  MECHANICAL HARVEST OF CLAMS FROM PUBLIC BOTTOM
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take, buy, sell, or possess any clams taken by mechanical methods mechanical methods for clamming as defined in 15A NCAC 03I .0101, "mechanical methods for clamming,".0101 from public bottom unless the season is open.
	(b)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, open and close the season for the taking of clams by mechanical methods from public bottom at any time in the Atlantic Ocean and only from December 1 through March 31 in Internal Coastal Waters.
	(c)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, open to the taking of clams by mechanical methods from public bottom during open seasons only areas that were opened at any time from January 1979 through September 1988 in:
	Other areas opened for purposes as set out in 15A NCAC 03K Rule .0301(b) of this Section shall open only for those purposes. A list of areas as described in this Paragraph is available upon request at the Division of Marine Fisheries, 3441 Arendell St...
	(d)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, impose any of the following additional restrictions for the taking of clams by mechanical methods from public bottom during open seasons:


	15A NCAC 03K 0304
	15A NCAC 03K .0304 PROHIBITED TAKING Of Clams
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take clams by any method, other than by hand tongs, hand rakes, or by hand, mechanical methods for clamming as defined in 15A NCAC 03I .0101, except as provided in 15A NCAC 03K Rule .0302 and .0303.of this Section. Rega...
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to possess clam trawls or cages aboard a vessel at any time, or have kick/deflector kick or deflector plates normally otherwise used in the mechanical harvest of clams affixed to a vessel at any time, except during the tim...


	15A NCAC 03K 0305
	15A NCAC 03K .0305 CLAM SIZE AND HARVEST LIMIT EXEMPTIONEXEMPTIONs
	Possession and sale of clams by a hatchery or clam aquaculture operation and purchase and possession of clams from a hatchery or clam aquaculture operation shall be exempt from bag and size limit restrictions in 15A NCAC 3K .0301(a).as set forth in Ru...


	15A NCAC 03K 0401
	SECTION .0400 - RANGIA CLAMS
	15a ncac 03k .0401 PROHIBITED (POLLUTED) POLLUTED AREA PERMIT REQUIREMENTREQUIREMENTS
	It is shall be unlawful to take Rangia clams or their shells by any method from prohibited (polluted) polluted waters without first securing obtaining a Permit to Harvest Rangia Clams from Prohibited (Polluted) Polluted Areas from the Fisheries Direct...



	15A NCAC 03K 0505
	15A NCAC 03K .0505 SEA SCALLOPS SIZE LIMIT AND TOLERANCE
	It is shall be unlawful to land or possess sea scallops with a shell height (length) of less than three and one-half inches. A tolerance of not more than ten 10 percent by number for undersized sea scallop shell height shall be allowed. In determining...


	15A NCAC 03K 0507
	15A NCAC 03K .0507 MARKETING SCALLOPS TAKEN FROM a SHELLFISH LEASES lease OR FRANCHISES franchise
	(a)  It shall be unlawful to sell, purchase, or possess scallops during the closed season without the lease or franchise holder delivering to the purchaser or other recipient a certification, on a form provided by the Division of Marine Fisheries, tha...
	(a)  All commercial scallop harvesting operations shall operate in accordance with any proclamations issued under the authority of Rule .0110 of this Subchapter.
	(b)  It shall be unlawful for a shellfish lease or franchise holders holder or their the holder's designees to take or possess scallops from public bottom while possessing aboard a vessel scallops taken from a shellfish leases lease or franchises.fran...
	(c)  It shall be unlawful for a shellfish lease or franchise holder or the holder's designees to fail to obtain an Aquaculture Operation Permit if the lease or franchise has material extending more than 18 inches above the leased bottom or uses equipm...
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	15A NCAC 03L 0101
	subchapter 03l – shrimps, SHRIMP, crab, and lobster
	section .0100 - shrimp
	15A NCAC 03L .0101 SHRIMP HARVEST RESTRICTIONS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take shrimp until the Fisheries Director, by proclamation, opens the season.
	(b)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, impose any or all of the following restrictions on the taking of shrimp:




	15A NCAC 03L 0102
	15A NCAC 03L .0102 WEEKEND SHRIMPING PROHIBITED
	It is shall be unlawful to take shrimp by any method from 9:00 p.m. on Friday through 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, except:


	15A NCAC 03L 0103
	15A NCAC 03L .0103 PROHIBITED NETS, MESH LENGTHS LENGTHS, AND AREAS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take shrimp with nets with mesh lengths less than the following:
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to take shrimp with a net constructed in such a manner as to contain an inner or outer liner of any mesh length. Net material used as chafing gear shall be no less than four inches mesh length, except that chafing gear wit...
	(c)  It is shall be unlawful to take shrimp with trawls that have a combined headrope of greater than 90 feet in Internal Coastal Waters in the following areas:
	(d)  Effective January 1, 2017 it is It shall be unlawful to take shrimp with trawls that have a combined headrope of greater than 220 feet in Internal Coastal Waters in the following areas:
	(e)  It is shall be unlawful to use a shrimp trawl in the areas described in 15A NCAC 03R .0114.
	(f)  It is shall be unlawful to use channel nets except as provided in 15A NCAC 03J .0106.
	(g)  It is shall be unlawful to use shrimp pots except as provided in 15A NCAC 03J .0301.
	(h)  It is shall be unlawful to use a shrimp trawl that does not conform with the federal rule requirements for Turtle Excluder Devices (TED) as specified in 50 CFR Part 222.102 Definitions, 50 CFR Part 223.205 (a) and Part 223.206 (d) Gear Requiremen...


	15A NCAC 03L 0105
	15A NCAC 03L .0105 RECREATIONAL SHRIMP LIMITS
	It is shall be unlawful to:


	15A NCAC 03L 0201
	SECTION .0200 – CRABScrab
	15A NCAC 03L .0201 CRAB HARVEST RESTRICTIONS
	(a)  It shall be unlawful to possess blue crabs taken from Crab Harvest Management Areas designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0118(1) from January 1 through January 31, except dealers shall have seven days after the beginning of the closure to sell, offer for ...
	(b)  It shall be unlawful to possess blue crabs taken from Crab Harvest Management Areas designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0118(2) from March 1 through March 15, except dealers shall have seven days after the beginning of the closure to sell, offer for sale...
	(a)  It is unlawful to possess more than 10 percent by number in any container, male and immature female hard blue crabs less than five inches from tip of spike to tip of spike and to fail to return hard blue crabs not meeting this restriction to the ...
	(b)  It is unlawful to possess blue crabs less than five inches from tip of spike to tip of spike unless individual crabs are sorted to and placed in separate containers for each of the following categories:
	The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in Paragraph (f) of this Rule, further restrict the harvest of blue crabs.
	(c)  It shall be unlawful to possess more than five percent by number of the following hard blue crabs in any combination in any container:
	(1) male hard blue crabs less than five inches from tip of spike to tip of spike;
	(2) immature female hard blue crabs;
	(3) mature female hard blue crabs less than five inches from tip of spike to tip of spike; and
	(4) mature female hard blue crabs with a dark (brown or black) sponge from April 1 through April 30 statewide. For the purpose of this Rule, a "mature female hard blue crab with a dark sponge" shall mean a mature female hard crab that has extruded her...
	(d)  It shall be unlawful to possess blue crabs described in Subparagraphs (c)(1) through (c)(3) of this Rule unless individual crabs are sorted and placed into separate containers for each of the following categories:
	(1) soft crabs;
	(2) pink and red-line peeler crabs;
	(3) white line peeler crabs; and
	(4) from March 1 through October 31, male crabs to be used as peeler crab bait.
	All blue crabs not sorted into containers as specified shall be deemed hard blue crabs for the purpose of establishing the five percent tolerance described in Paragraph (c) of this Rule.
	(c)(e)  It is shall be unlawful to possess more than five percent by number of white-line peelers peeler crabs in a container of pink and red-line peeler crabs.peelers, except the Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in Paragr...
	(d)(f)  It is shall be unlawful to:
	The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in Paragraph (f) of this Rule, further restrict the harvest of blue crabs.
	(e)(g)  It is shall be unlawful to possess more than 50 blue crabs per person per day, not to exceed 100 blue crabs per vessel per day for recreational purposes.purposes, except the Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in Para...
	(f)(h)  In order to comply with management measures adopted in the N.C. Blue Crab Fishery Management Plan, the Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, close the harvest of blue crabs and take the following actions for may further restrict commercial ...



	15A NCAC 03L 0202
	15A NCAC 03L .0202 CRAB TRAWLING
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take or possess aboard a vessel crabs taken by trawl in internal waters except in areas and during such times as the Fisheries Director may specify by proclamation.
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to use a trawl to take crabs that does not meet mesh length requirements, except as provided in 15A NCAC 03J .0104. The minimum mesh length to take hard crabs with a trawl is shall be three inches, except:
	(c)  It is shall be unlawful to use a trawl with a mesh length less than two inches or with a combined total headrope length exceeding 25 feet to take soft or peeler crabs, except as provided in 15A NCAC 03J .0104.


	15A NCAC 03L 0203
	15A NCAC 03L .0203 CRAB DREDGING
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take crabs with dredges except:except
	The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in 15A NCAC 03L .0201, further restrict the use of dredges to take blue crabs.
	(b)  It is unlawful to take crabs with dredges between sunset and sunrise and between sunset on any Saturday and sunrise on the following Monday, except in the Atlantic Ocean.


	15A NCAC 03L 0204
	15A NCAC 03L .0204 CRAB POTS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to take crabs with pots except as provided in 15A NCAC 03J .0301 and .0302. The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation authority established in 15A NCAC 03L .0201, further restrict the use of pots to take blue crabs.
	(b)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, require the use of terrapin excluder devices in each funnel entrance in crab pots and impose the following restrictions concerning terrapin excluder devices:


	15A NCAC 03L 0205
	15A NCAC 03L .0205 CRAB SPAWNING SANCTUARIES
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to set or use trawls, pots, and or mechanical methods for oysters or clams shellfish or take crabs with the use of commercial fishing equipment from the crab spawning sanctuaries described in 15A NCAC 03R .0110 from March ...
	(b)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, designate additional areas as crab spawning sanctuaries and may impose the following restrictions in any crab spawning sanctuary:
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	15A NCAC 03M 0201
	SECTION .0200 - STRIPED BASS
	15A NCAC 03M .0201 STRIPED BASS REQUIREMENTS; GENERAL
	(a)  Striped bass is defined as striped bass For the purpose of this Section, "striped bass" shall mean striped bass (Morone saxatilis) and its hybrids taken in coastal and joint fishing waters.Coastal and Joint Fishing Waters.
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to possess striped bass imported from other states that are less than 18 inches long (total length).length) imported from other states.
	(c)  It is shall be unlawful to import, buy, sell, transport, offer to buy or sell, or possess striped bass except during any:
	(d)  The management areas for estuarine striped bass fisheries in coastal North Carolina are designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0201.



	15A NCAC 03M 0202
	15A NCAC 03M .0202 striped bass SEASON, SIZE SIZE, AND HARVEST LIMIT: INTERNAL COASTAL WATERS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to possess striped bass from the coastal fishing waters Coastal Fishing Waters of the Cape Fear River and its tributaries.
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to possess striped bass from the Roanoke River Management Area Area, as designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0201, in a commercial fishing operation.
	(c)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation proclamation, impose any or all of the following restrictions on the taking of striped bass in a commercial fishing operation or for recreational purposes in internal coastal waters Internal Waters duri...
	Fish that do not meet the minimum size limit specified by proclamation shall immediately be returned to the waters from which taken regardless of condition.


	15A NCAC 03M 0204
	15A NCAC 03M .0204 striped bass SEASON, SIZE SIZE, AND HARVEST LIMIT:  ATLANTIC OCEAN
	It is shall be unlawful to possess striped bass taken from the Atlantic Ocean less other than the size limit as determined established by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission in their Interstate Fisheries Fishery Management Plan for striped...


	15A NCAC 03M 0205
	15A NCAC 03M .0205 striped bass; PROHIBITED TRAWLING
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to possess striped bass on a vessel with a trawl net on that vessel in internal coastal waters Internal Waters except during transit from ocean fishing grounds to port during any open striped bass trawl season in the Atlan...
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to possess striped bass on a vessel in the Atlantic Ocean with a trawl net on that vessel except during any open striped bass trawl season in the Atlantic Ocean established by proclamation.


	15A NCAC 03M 0503
	15A NCAC 03M .0503 FLOUNDER
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to possess flounder less than 14 inches total length taken from the Atlantic Ocean in a commercial fishing operation.
	(b)  From October 1 through April 30, it shall be unlawful to use a trawl in the Atlantic Ocean within three miles of the ocean beach from the North Carolina/Virginia state line (36  33.000'N) to Cape Lookout (34  36.000'N) unless each trawl has a mes...
	(c)  License to Land Flounder from the Atlantic Ocean:
	(d)  All fish dealer transactions in flounder landed from the Atlantic Ocean must shall be conducted in accordance with the Atlantic Ocean Flounder Dealer Permits in 15A NCAC 03O .0503 and related rules requirements in 15A NCAC 03O .0500.
	(e)  It is shall be unlawful to transfer flounder taken from the Atlantic Ocean from one vessel to another.
	(f)  Tailbag liners of any mesh size, the multiple use of two or more cod ends, or other netting material that in any way could restrict the legal size mesh shall not be used or possessed on the deck of a vessel in the Atlantic Ocean from October 1 th...
	(g)  Trawls with a cod end mesh size smaller than described in Paragraph (b) of this Rule may be used or possessed on the deck of a vessel provided not more than 100 pounds of flounder per trip from May 1 through October 31 or more than 200 pounds fro...
	(h)  Flynets are exempt from the flounder trawl mesh requirements if they meet the following definition:requirements:
	(i)  Commercial Season.Season:
	(j)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, establish trip limits for the taking of flounder from the Atlantic Ocean to assure that the individual state quota allocated to North Carolina in the joint Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council/Atlan...
	(k)  The Fisheries Director may, by proclamation, based on variability in environmental and local stock conditions, take any or all of the following actions in the flounder fishery:
	(l)  Possession and sale of flounder by a hatchery or flounder aquaculture operation and purchase and possession of flounder from a hatchery or flounder aquaculture operation shall be exempt from season and size limit restrictions set under Paragraph ...


	15A NCAC 03N 0104
	15A NCAC 03N .0104 PROHIBITED GEAR, PRIMARY NURSERY AREAS
	It is shall be unlawful to use any trawl net, long haul seine, swipe net, dredge, or mechanical method for clams or oysters mechanical methods for clamming, or mechanical methods for oystering for the purpose of taking any marine fishes in any of the ...


	15A NCAC 03N 0105
	15a ncac 03n .0105 PROHIBITED GEAR, SECONDARY NURSERY AREAS
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to use trawl nets for any purpose in any of the permanent secondary nursery areas designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0104.
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to use trawl nets for any purpose in any of the special secondary nursery areas designated in 15A NCAC 03R .0105, except that the Fisheries Director, may, by proclamation, open any or all of the special secondary nursery a...
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	15A NCAC 03O 0101
	Subchapter 03o - LICENSES, LEASES, FRANCHISES FRANCHISES, AND PERMITS
	section .0100 - LICENSES
	15A NCAC 03O .0101 procedures AND REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN LICENSES, ENDORSEMENTS ENDORSEMENTS, AND COMMERCIAL FISHING VESSEL REGISTRATIONS
	(a)  Division of Marine Fisheries licenses are available at offices of the Division or by mail from the Morehead City Office of the Division, unless otherwise specified. In addition, Recreational Commercial Gear Licenses are available at license agent...
	(b)  For the purpose of this Rule, the procedures and requirements for the licensee shall also apply to the responsible party, the person holding power of attorney, the tournament organizer, and the vessel master.
	(a)(c)  To obtain any Division of Marine Fisheries licenses, endorsements, commercial fishing vessel registrations, and Commercial Fishing Vessel Registrations, a licensee shall provide a completed application to an office of the Division by  mail or ...
	(d)  In addition to the requirements of Paragraph (c) of this Rule, proof of residency for non-residents shall be documented by the licensee with certification of the state of residency. Proof of residency for residents of North Carolina shall be docu...
	(b)(f)  For a License to Land Flounder from the Atlantic Ocean.Ocean, in addition to the requirements in Paragraphs (c) and (d) of this Rule, the following shall be applicable:
	(1) it shall be unlawful for anyone other than the holder of the Recreational Fishing Tournament License to Sell Fish to sell fish taken during a recreational fishing tournament.
	(2) fish to be sold under the Recreational Fishing Tournament License to Sell Fish shall be sold only to licensed fish dealers and shall comply with all applicable rules of the Marine Fisheries Commission or provisions of proclamations issued by the F...
	(3) it shall be unlawful for a licensed recreational fishing tournament organizer to fail to accurately and legibly complete a North Carolina Recreational Fishing Tournament Disposition of Proceeds from the Sale of Fish Form provided by the Division o...
	(h)  It shall be unlawful for a license, endorsement, or Commercial Fishing Vessel Registration holder to fail to notify the Division of Marine Fisheries within 30 days of a change of name or address, in accordance with G.S. 113-169.2.
	(c)  To obtain a Recreational Fishing Tournament License to Sell Fish, the tournament organizer shall apply with the Division of Marine Fisheries at least 30 days prior to the starting date of the tournament with the following required information:
	(d)  To obtain a Land or Sell License, the following information is required for a proper application:
	Fees shall be based on the vessel's homeport as it appears on the U.S. Coast Guard documentation papers or the State in which the vessel is registered, in accordance with G.S. 113-169.5.
	(e)  Proof of residency in North Carolina for:
	(f)  Applications submitted without complete and required information shall not be processed until all required information has been submitted.  Incomplete applications shall be returned to the applicant with deficiency in the application so noted.
	(g)  It is unlawful for a license or registration holder to fail to notify the Division of Marine Fisheries within 30 days of a change of name or address, in accordance with G.S. 113-169.2.
	(h)  Licenses are available at Offices of the Division or by mail from the Morehead City Office, unless otherwise specified.  In addition, Recreational Commercial Gear Licenses are available at Wildlife Service Agents who have been designated as agent...
	(i)  To renew any Marine Fisheries licenses, endorsements, and commercial fishing vessel registration, except Recreational Commercial Gear Licenses, the following is required for the renewal application by the licensee, a responsible party, or person ...




	15A NCAC 03O 0102
	15A NCAC 03O .0102 RECREATIONAL FISHING TOURNAMENT LICENSE TO SELL FISH PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS TO renew LICENSES, ENDORSEMENTS, AND COMMERCIAL FISHING VESSEL REGISTRATIONS
	(a)  It is unlawful for anyone other than the holder of the Recreational Fishing Tournament License to Sell Fish to sell fish taken during a recreational fishing tournament.
	(b) Fish to be sold under the Recreational Fishing Tournament License to Sell Fish must be sold only to licensed fish dealers and shall comply with all applicable rules of the Marine Fisheries Commission (MFC) or provisions of proclamations issued by ...
	(c)  It is unlawful for a licensed recreational fishing tournament organizer to fail to accurately and legibly complete and file within 30 days after the last day of the tournament a North Carolina Recreational Fishing Tournament Disposition of Procee...
	(a)  For the purpose of this Rule, the procedures and requirements for the licensee shall also apply to the responsible party, the person holding power of attorney, the tournament organizer, and the vessel master.
	(b)  To renew Division of Marine Fisheries licenses, endorsements, and Commercial Fishing Vessel Registrations, except Recreational Commercial Gear Licenses, a renewal application shall be submitted by the licensee. Applications submitted without comp...


	15A NCAC 03O 0103
	15A NCAC 03O .0103 AUXILIARY VESSELS
	(a)  Buy boats, run boats, purse boats or any other vessels used in conjunction with commercial fishing operations, except vessels without motors used in connection with other vessels with commercial fishing vessel registrations, shall have a commerci...
	(b)  A person An individual in command of a vessel that is auxiliary to a vessel with a commercial fishing vessel registration Commercial Fishing Vessel Registration with a person an individual aboard who holds a Standard Commercial Fishing License or...


	15A NCAC 03O 0104
	15A NCAC 03O .0104 COMMERCIAL UNLOADING OF FISH
	It is shall be unlawful to unload fish from a vessel in North Carolina which that has been engaged in a commercial fishing operation outside state State waters without possessing a valid:


	15A NCAC 03O 0105
	15a ncac 03o .0105 REQUIREMENTS FOR BAIT AND MUSSEL DEALERS
	(a)  Persons dealing in minnows, live shrimp, or both minnows and live shrimp for bait purposes, who are subject to licensing requirements under G.S. 113-169.3 are required to purchase only the license applicable to finfish dealers. A bona fide dealer...
	(b)  Persons dealing in mussels who are subject to licensing requirements under the provisions of G.S. 113-169.3 are shall be required to purchase only the license applicable to clam dealers and meet the shellfish dealer certification requirements in ...


	15A NCAC 03O 0107
	15A NCAC 03O .0107 LOST LICENSE REPLACEMENT AND fees
	(a)  Lost licenses except Blanket Coastal Recreational Fishing Licenses, endorsements, and commercial fishing vessel registration decals may be replaced upon payment of a fee of ten dollars ($10.00) or a fee equal to the initial cost of the license, e...
	(b)  The replacement fee for the Blanket Coastal Recreational Fishing Licenses is five dollars ($5.00).A licensee shall receive a replacement Coastal Recreational Fishing License or a for-hire license as defined in G.S. 113-174.3 upon payment to the D...


	15A NCAC 03O 0109
	15A NCAC 03O .0109 ASSIGNMENT OF SCFL STANDARD COMMERCIAL FISHING LICENSE
	(a)  For the purpose of this Rule, "licensee" shall mean the person issued a Standard Commercial Fishing License and "assignee" shall mean the individual to whom the licensee assigns a Standard Commercial Fishing License in accordance with the require...
	(a)(b)  The Division of Marine Fisheries shall provide assignment forms to the licensee upon issuance of the Standard Commercial Fishing License. request. Assignment must be made on the Only Division assignment forms. forms shall be used to obtain an ...
	(c)  For an extension of time for assignments, a new assignment form shall be completed in accordance with Subparagraphs (b)(1) through (b)(3) of this Rule.
	(b)(d)  Assignments terminate when:shall terminate:
	(c)(e)  It is shall be unlawful for an individual assigned a Standard Commercial Fishing License to fail to have available ready at hand for inspection all required documents as stated under G.S. 113-168.1.  The assignee when involved in a commercial ...
	(d)(f)  All landings occurring during the time of the assignment shall be credited to the Standard Commercial Fishing License holder, licensee, not the assignee.
	(e)(g)  It is shall be unlawful to be assigned more than a single Standard Commercial Fishing License at any one time. It is shall be unlawful to assign a Standard Commercial Fishing License to more than one individual at any one time. Assignments may...
	(f)(h)  It is shall be unlawful for a person to accept assignment of a Standard Commercial Fishing License for which they are ineligible.
	(g)  Assignments submitted without complete and required information shall be deemed not in effect and shall not be considered further until resubmitted with all required information.
	(h)(i)  It is shall be unlawful for any assignee of a Standard Commercial Fishing License not to return the assignment and the Standard Commercial Fishing License with any assigned endorsements to the assignor of that license licensee within five days...


	15A NCAC 03O 0110
	15A NCAC 03O .0110 LICENSE REFUNDS
	All license fees are non-refundable except when if licenses are issued by the Division of Marine Fisheries in error.


	15A NCAC 03O 0111
	15A NCAC 03O .0111 SURRENDER OF LICENSES
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful for any licensee to refuse to surrender to an agent of the Secretary all licenses, license receipts, endorsements, commercial fishing vessel registration or decals, and other forms and records relating to the license follo...
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful for any person in custody or possession of any licenses, license receipt, endorsements, commercial fishing vessel registration or decals, and other documentation required to be surrendered to refuse to surrender same to an...
	(c)  A license issued by the Division in error shall be required to be surrendered immediately upon service of a notice by an agent of the Fisheries Director to surrender the license.


	15A NCAC 03O 0113
	15A NCAC 03O .0113 OCEAN FISHING PIER REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
	It is shall be unlawful for the responsible party of the Ocean Fishing Pier License to fail to provide to the Division of Marine Fisheries by the 10th of each month a daily count of anglers fishing from the licensed pier from the previous month, inclu...


	15A NCAC 03O 0114
	15A NCAC 03O .0114 SUSPENSION, REVOCATION, AND REISSUANCE OF LICENSES
	(a)  All commercial and recreational licenses issued under Article 14A, Article 14B, and Article 25A of Chapter 113 shall be subject to suspension and revocation.
	(b)  A conviction resulting from being charged by an inspector under G.S. 14-32, 14-33, 14-72, or 14-399 shall be deemed a conviction for the purposes of license suspension or revocation.
	(c)  Upon receipt of notice of a licensee's conviction as specified in G.S. 113-171 or a conviction as specified in Paragraph (b) of this Rule, the Fisheries Director shall determine whether it is a first, second, third, fourth, or subsequent convicti...
	(d)  After the Fisheries Director determines that a conviction requires a suspension or revocation of the licenses of a licensee, the Fisheries Director shall cause the licensee to be served with written notice of suspension or revocation. If the lice...
	(e)  If a license has been suspended, the former licensee shall not be eligible to apply for reissuance of license or for any additional license authorized in Article 14A, Article 14B, or Article 25A of Chapter 113 during the suspension period. Licens...
	(f)  Where a license has been revoked, the former licensee shall not be eligible to apply for reinstatement of a revoked license or for any additional license authorized in Article 14A, Article 14B and Article 25A of Chapter 113 for a period of one ye...
	(g)  A licensee shall not willfully It shall be unlawful to evade the service prescribed in this Rule.


	15A NCAC 03O 0203
	15A NCAC 03O .0203 SHELLFISH LEASE APPLICATION PROCESSING
	(a)  Upon After acceptance of a completed application, shellfish lease application as set forth in Rule .0202 of this Section, the proposed shellfish lease area shall be inspected by agents of the Division. Division of Marine Fisheries. Proposed shell...
	(b)  If the initial or amended shellfish lease application is deemed consistent with all applicable requirements, the Secretary or his the Secretary's designee shall notify the applicant and publish notices of intention to lease in accordance with the...
	(c)  The Secretary shall consider the shellfish lease application, the Division's proposed lease area analysis, and public comments, and may in his the Secretary's discretion lease or decline to lease the proposed lease area or any part thereof. Speci...
	(d)  Upon After approval of leases a shellfish lease by the Secretary, the applicant or applicants shall mark the shellfish bottom leases lease in accordance with Rule .0204 of this Section within 30 days of approval.15A NCAC 3O .0204(a)(1), water col...
	(e)  Proposed shellfish bottom lease areas remain public bottom until a lease contract has been executed by the Secretary.
	(f)  Proposed shellfish water column lease areas superjacent to shellfish bottom leases and recognized perpetual franchises remain public water until a lease contract has been executed by the Secretary.


	15A NCAC 03O 0205
	15A NCAC 03O .0205 shellfish LEASE RENEWAL
	(a)  Lease Shellfish lease renewal applications shall be provided to lessees lease holders by the Division of Marine Fisheries as follows:
	(b)  Lease A shellfish lease renewal applications application shall be accompanied by management plans meeting a Shellfish Lease Management Plan that meets the requirements of 15A NCAC 03O .0202(b). Rule .0202 of this Section. The non-refundable filin...
	(c)  A survey for renewal leases shall be required at the applicant's expense when the Division determines that the area leased to the renewal applicant is inconsistent with the survey on file.
	(c)  To be eligible to renew a shellfish lease, persons holding any acres under a shellfish lease or franchise shall meet the requirements established in Rules .0201 and .0204 of this Section and 15A NCAC 03O .0503(a).
	(d)  When If it is determined, after due notice to the lessee, shellfish lease holder and after opportunity for the lessee lease holder to be heard, that the lessee lease holder has not complied with the requirements of this Section or that the lease ...
	(e)   Pursuant to G.S. 113-202(a)(6), the Secretary is not authorized to recommend approval of approve renewal of a shellfish lease in an area closed to shellfishing by reason of pollution.designated as polluted by a proclamation issued by the Fisheri...
	(f)  If the Secretary declines to renew a shellfish lease that has been determined to be inconsistent with the standards of this Section, the Secretary, with the agreement of the lessee, lease holder, may issue a renewal lease for all or part of the a...


	15A NCAC 03O 0206
	15A NCAC 03O .0206 LEASE PROTEST SHELLFISH LEASE APPLICATION: REQUEST FOR REVIEW
	(a)  Should any person object to the granting of any initial or renewal lease, he has the right to protest its issuance prior to the granting of the lease by the Secretary.  The protestant may file a sworn statement of protest with the Division statin...
	(b)(a)  Any member of the public shall be allowed an opportunity to comment on any shellfish lease application during the public comment period and subsequent public hearing at which the lease application is being considered by the Secretary. Secretar...
	(b)  Procedures for how an applicant or a person other than the applicant who is aggrieved may proceed with a contested case based on dissatisfaction of the Secretary’s decision on a shellfish lease application are provided in G.S. 113-202(g). Additio...
	(c)  The Shellfish Lease Review Committee shall notify the aggrieved person of the date of the public meeting for the Committee to consider the request no later than seven calendar days before the date of the public meeting.


	15A NCAC 03O 0207
	15A NCAC 03O .0207 SHELLFISH LEASE AND FRANCHISE PRODUCTION REPORTS
	(a)  The owners of shellfish leases and franchises The holder or holders of a shellfish lease or franchise shall provide an annual production reports report to the Division of Marine Fisheries by March 31 of each year showing the amounts of material p...
	(b)  The Division shall provide reporting forms annually to each shellfish lease or franchise holder to be used for the annual production report.
	(b)(c)  Failure to furnish by the holder or holders of the shellfish lease or franchise to submit the required annual production report, correct and in detail requested, report with all required fields completed, or filing a report containing false in...


	15A NCAC 03O 0208
	15A NCAC 03o .0208  TERMINATION OF PROCEDURES FOR SHELLFISH bottom LEASES AND FRANCHISES AND WATER COLUMN LEASES
	(a)  Procedures for termination of shellfish leaseholds leases and franchises are provided in G.S. 113-202. An appeal of the Secretary's decision to terminate a leasehold is governed by G.S. 150B-23.
	(b)  Substantial breach of compliance with the provisions of rules of the Marine Fisheries Commission governing use of the leasehold includes the following, except as provided in Paragraph (c) of this Rule:
	(c)(b)  Consistent with G.S. 113-202(l1) and G.S. 113-201(b), a leaseholder shellfish lease or franchise holder that failed to meet the requirements in G.S. 113-202, G.S. 113-202.1, G.S. 113-202.2, Rule .0201 or the rules of this Section or this Rule ...
	(d)(c)  In the case of hardship as described in Paragraph (b) of this Rule, the notice shall state the shellfish lease or franchise number. In the case of hardship as described in Subparagraph (c)(1) (b)(1) of this Rule, the notice shall also state th...


	15A NCAC 03O 0209
	15A NCAC 03o .0209 TRANSFER OF INTEREST ASSIGNMENT OF SHELLFISH LEASES AND FRANCHISES
	(a)  For the purpose of effecting assignments of shellfish leases or franchises in accordance with this Rule:
	(1) "transfer" shall be defined as any permanent assignment of a shellfish lease or franchise, in whole or in part.
	(2) "sublease" shall be defined as any temporary assignment of a shellfish lease or franchise, in whole or in part.
	(a)  Within 30 days after transfer of ownership of all or any portion of interest in a shellfish lease or franchise, the new owner shall notify the Division, and provide the number of the lease or franchise and the county in which it is located.  Such...
	(b)  No transfer or sublease of a shellfish lease or franchise, in whole or in part, shall be valid until notice is provided to the Division of Marine Fisheries as provided in Article 16 of Chapter 113 of the North Carolina General Statutes and the Di...
	(c)  Notice to transfer or sublease a shellfish lease or franchise shall include the shellfish lease or franchise number, county in which the lease or franchise is located, and the name of the transferee or sub-lessee. The transferee or sub-lessee of ...
	(b)(d)  If the new owner obtains a The smallest portion of an existing shellfish bottom lease or franchise, it shall not contain less than franchise to be transferred or subleased shall be one-half acre acre.and the required notification to the Divisi...
	(c)  Within six months after transfer of ownership, the new owner shall complete shellfish cultivation lease training as specified in 15A NCAC 03O .0202(d).
	(e)  A shellfish lease or franchise shall not be transferred or subleased to a nonresident of North Carolina in accordance with G.S. 113-202, G.S. 113-202.1, G.S. 113-202.2, and G.S. 113-206.
	(d)(f)  Water column leases are not transferrable except when the Secretary approves such transfer A shellfish water column lease shall only be transferred in accordance with G.S. 113-202.1(f) and G.S. 113-202.2(f).
	(e)  In the event the transferee involved in a lease is a nonresident, the Secretary must initiate termination proceedings.


	15A NCAC 03O 0210
	15A NCAC 03O .0210 standards and requirements for SHELLFISH FRANCHISES
	(a)  The resolution of claims filed under G.S. 113-205 is governed by standards in Departmental Rules 15A NCAC 1G .0200 and .0300.  Following receipt of notification that a claim has a valid chain of title, the owner shall provide to the Division with...
	(b)(a)  Acceptable management plans, Shellfish Management Plans, prepared in accordance with the standards in 15A NCAC 03O .0202(b), Rule .0202 of this Section, shall be provided to the Division of Marine Fisheries within 30 days following formal reco...
	(c)(b)  The survey and management plan Shellfish Management Plan requirements in Paragraphs (a) and (b) Paragraph (a) of this Rule, Rule and all other requirements and conditions of this Section affecting management of franchises, franchises shall app...
	(d)(c)  Commercial production requirements for franchises shall be identical to that required for shellfish bottom leases in 15A NCAC 03O .0201(c) accordance with Rules .0201 and .0207 of this Section averaged over the most recent three-year period af...


	15A NCAC 03O 0211
	15A NCAC 03O .0211 PROTECTION OF PRIVATE SHELLFISH INTEREST FISHING GEAR REQUIREMENTS FOR SHELLFISH LEASES AND FRANCHISES
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to use any trawl net, long haul seine, swipe net, dredge, or mechanical method for clams or oysters shellfish on any shellfish lease or franchise except: unless it has been duly authorized by the Fisheries Director as prov...
	(1) for a holder of a Permit to Use Mechanical Methods for Shellfish on Shellfish Leases or Franchises; or
	(2) for the purpose of placing and retrieving cages, bags, or other aquaculture gear within any shellfish lease or franchise.
	(b)  Permits to Use Mechanical Methods for Shellfish on Shellfish Leases or Franchises shall be issued by the Division of Marine Fisheries in compliance with 15A NCAC 03O .0500.


	15A NCAC 03O 0301
	SECTION .0300 – RECREATIONAL COMMERCIAL GEAR LICENSES
	15A NCAC 03O .0301 ELIGIBILITY FOR RECREATIONAL COMMERCIAL GEAR LICENSES
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful for any individual to hold more than one Recreational Commercial Gear License.
	(b)  Recreational Commercial Gear Licenses shall only be issued to individuals.



	15A NCAC 03O 0302
	15A NCAC 03O .0302 AUTHORIZED GEAR FOR RECREATIONAL COMMERCIAL GEAR LICENSES
	(a)  The following are the only commercial fishing gear authorized (including restrictions) for use under a valid Recreational Commercial Gear License:
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to use more than the quantity of authorized gear specified in Subparagraphs (a)(1) through (a)(8)of Paragraph (a) of this Rule, regardless of the number of individuals aboard on board a vessel possessing a valid Recreation...
	(c)  It is shall be unlawful for a person an individual to violate the restrictions of or use gear other than that authorized by Paragraph (a) of this Rule.
	(d)  Unless otherwise provided, this Rule does not exempt Recreational Commercial Gear License holders from the provisions of other applicable rules of the Marine Fisheries Commission or provisions of proclamations issued by the Fisheries Director as ...


	15A NCAC 03O 0303
	15A NCAC 03O .0303 possession limits for RECREATIONAL COMMERCIAL GEAR LICENSE POSSESSION LIMITSlicenses
	(a)  It is shall be unlawful to possess more than a single recreational possession limit when only one person aboard individual on board a vessel possesses a valid Recreational Commercial Gear License and recreational commercial fishing equipment as d...
	(b)  It is shall be unlawful to possess individual recreational possession limits in excess of the number of individuals aboard on board a vessel holding a valid Recreational Commercial Gear Licences License except as provided in Paragraph (f) of this...
	(c)  It is shall be unlawful for any person individual who holds both a Recreational Commercial Gear License and a Standard or Retired Standard Commercial Fishing License and who is in possession of identified recreational commercial fishing equipment...
	(d)  It is shall be unlawful for persons aboard individuals on board a vessel collectively holding only one Recreational Commercial Gear License and any Standard Commercial Fishing License or Retired Standard Commercial Fishing License and who are in ...
	(e)  It is shall be unlawful to possess more than 48 quarts, heads on, or 30 quarts, heads off, of shrimp when only one person aboard individual on board a vessel possesses a valid Recreational Commercial Gear License and recreational commercial fishi...
	(f)  It is shall be unlawful to possess more than 96 quarts, heads on on, or 60 quarts, heads off, of shrimp if more than one person aboard individual on board a vessel possesses a valid Recreational Commercial Gear License and recreational commercial...


	15A NCAC 03O 0401
	SECTION .0400 – STANDARD COMMERCIAL FISHING LICENSE ELIGIBILITY
	15A NCAC 03O .0401 STANDARD COMMERCIAL FISHING LICENSE ELIGIBILITY BOARD
	(a)  The Chairman Chair of the Marine Fisheries Commission, the Secretary of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Environmental Quality, and the Fisheries Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries may each name a designee and an alt...
	(b)  The Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Board shall not review an application for eligibility without a quorum of the Eligibility Board members or designees being present. Two or more members of the Standard Commercial Fishing License...



	15A NCAC 03O 0402
	15A NCAC 03O .0402 standard commercial fishing license eligibility APPLICATION PROCESS
	(a)  Application forms for determination of eligibility for the Standard Commercial Fishing Licenses License Eligibility Pool shall be are available at all offices of the Division of Marine Fisheries and online at https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/ma...
	(b)  Only one application per individual for determination of eligibility for the Standard Commercial Fishing Licenses License Eligibility Pool shall be accepted or may be pending at any one time. An applicant may have only one entry in the eligibilit...
	(c)  Individuals who currently hold or are eligible to purchase a Standard or Retired Standard Commercial Fishing License shall not be eligible to apply for additional Standard Commercial Fishing Licenses through the Standard Commercial Fishing Licens...
	(d)  If an applicant has died or becomes ineligible and is subsequently selected from the eligibility pool, Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Pool, that license eligibility shall automatically revert to the eligibility pool.Eligibility P...
	(e)  Persons claiming retirement from commercial fishing or transferring their Standard Commercial Fishing License may not apply for pool eligibility shall not be eligible to apply for a Standard Commercial Fishing License through the Standard Commerc...
	(f)  Applicants shall notify the Division of Marine Fisheries within 30 days of a change of address.


	15A NCAC 03O 0403
	15A NCAC 03O .0403 standard commercial fishing license ELIGIBILITY BOARD REVIEW
	(a)  After determination of eligibility by the Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Board, applicants will be notified in writing as to the applicant's applicant meeting or not meeting required eligibility criteria for the Standard Commerci...
	(b)  The Marine Fisheries Commission shall determine the number of licenses available from the pool Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Pool at their its first regularly scheduled meeting following July 1 of each year.
	(c)  The Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Board shall meet to review applications as often as deemed necessary by the Chairman Chair of the Eligibility Board.


	15A NCAC 03O 0404
	15A NCAC 03o .0404 standard commercial fishing license ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
	In determining eligibility of an application applicant for the Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Pool, the Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Board shall apply the following criteria:
	For the purposes of this Rule, significant involvement means "significant involvement" shall mean persons or corporations who are engaged in the actual taking of fish for sale, from the waters of the State, or other states, jurisdictions, or federal w...
	For purposes of eligibility for the Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Pool, the term convictions shall include but not be limited to any conviction for violation of any provision of Chapter 113 of the North Carolina General Statutes and ...
	Applicants for the Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Pool must provide certification that the applicant does not have four or more marine or estuarine resource violations during the previous three years.


	15A NCAC 03O 0405
	15A NCAC 03O .0405 standard commercial fishing license eligibility POOL APPLICATION DOCUMENTATION
	(a)  Documentation for applications:applications for determination of eligibility for the Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Pool shall include:


	15A NCAC 03O 0406
	15A NCAC 03O .0406 STANDARD COMMERCIAL FISHING LICENSE ELIGIBILITY POOL CERTIFICATION
	Annual certification to maintain an eligible application in the Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Pool shall be as follows:


	15A NCAC 03O 0502
	15A NCAC 03O .0502 PERMIT CONDITIONS; GENERAL PERMIT CONDITIONS
	(a)  It shall be unlawful to violate any permit condition.
	(b)  The following conditions shall apply to all permits issued by the Fisheries Director:


	15A NCAC 03O 0504
	15a ncac 03o .0504 SUSPENSION/REVOCATION SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF PERMITS
	(a)  All commercial and recreational permits issued under Article 14A, Article 14B, and Article 25A of Chapter 113, and rules of the Marine Fisheries Commission shall be subject to suspension and revocation. For the purpose of this Rule and in accorda...
	(b)  If a license is required to hold a permit:
	(1) all permits shall be suspended or revoked if the permittee’s license privilege has been suspended or revoked as set forth in G.S. 113-171 and Rule .0114 of this Subchapter. The duration of the permit suspension or revocation shall be the same as t...
	(2) in the event a person makes application for a new permit during any period of license or permit suspension, no new permit shall be issued during the suspension period.
	(3) in the case of revocation of license privileges, the former licensee shall not be eligible to apply for reinstatement of a revoked permit.
	(c)  If a license is not required to hold a permit, in the case of revocation of a permit, the former permittee shall not be eligible to apply for reinstatement of a revoked permit for a period of six months.
	(a)(d)  It shall be unlawful to violate any permit condition. For violation of specific permit conditions (as specified on the permit), permits may be suspended or revoked according to the following schedule:
	(3) violation of three specific permit conditions in a three year three-year period, permits shall be revoked for a period not less than six months.
	(4) violation of any permit conditions as set forth in 15A NCAC 03J .0505(a), permits may be revoked and the former permittee may not be eligible to apply for any future Pound Net Set Permits.

	(b)  All permits will be suspended or revoked when the permittee's license privilege has been suspended or revoked as set out in G.S. 113-171.  The duration of the suspension or revocation shall be the same as the license suspension or revocation.  In...
	(c)(e)  Permit designees shall not be permitted to participate in a permit operation during any period they are under license suspension or revocation.
	(f)  If violation of permit conditions requires suspension or revocation of a permit, the Fisheries Director shall cause the permittee to be served with written notice of the intent to commence suspension or revocation. If the permittee is not an indi...
	(g)  The Fisheries Director shall order summary suspension of a permit if it finds that the public health, safety, or welfare requires emergency action. Upon such determination, the Fisheries Director shall issue an order giving the reasons for the em...
	(d)(h) Upon service of a notice of suspension or revocation of a permit, it is shall be unlawful to fail to surrender any permit so suspended or revoked.
	(i)  It shall be unlawful to fail to surrender a permit issued by the Division in error immediately upon service of a notice by an agent of the Fisheries Director to surrender the permit.
	(j)  It shall be unlawful to evade the service prescribed in this Rule.
	(k)  It shall be unlawful to fail to remove all gear, markers, and devices associated with an Aquaculture Operation Permit within 30 days after expiration of the Aquaculture Operation Permit, termination of a shellfish lease for which the Aquaculture ...
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	15A NCAC 03P 0101
	subchapter 03p - HEARING ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES
	SECTION .0100 - HEARING PROCEDURES
	15A NCAC 03P .0101 LICENSE, PERMIT, OR CERTIFICATE DENIAL: REQUEST FOR REVIEW
	(a)  Except in cases where summary suspension is applicable, before the Division of Marine Fisheries may commence proceedings for suspension, revocation, annulment, withdrawal, recall, cancellation, or amendment of a license, notice shall be given to ...
	(a)(b)  For the purpose of this Rule and in accordance with G.S. 150B-2, "license" "permit" includes "permit" as well as "certification" and "certificate of compliance."
	(b)(c)  Except in cases where G.S. 113-171 113-171, 15A NCAC 03O .0114, or summary suspension is applicable, before the Division may commence proceedings for suspension, revocation, annulment, withdrawal, recall, cancellation, or amendment of a licens...
	(1) may request an opportunity to show compliance with all requirements for retention of the permit by submitting a statement in writing to the personnel designated in the notice to commence proceedings; and
	(c)(d)  Any statements submitted by the license holder permittee to show compliance with all requirements for retention of the license permit shall be postmarked or emailed within 15 10 days of receipt of the notice to commence proceedings. proceeding...
	(d)(e)  Upon receipt of a statement and any supporting documentation from the license holder, permittee, the Division shall review the statement and, within 15 10 days, shall notify the license holder permittee in writing with the Division's determina...
	(e)  The Division shall order summary suspension of a license if it finds that the public health, safety, or welfare requires emergency action. Upon such determination, the Fisheries Director shall issue an order giving the reasons for the emergency a...




	15A NCAC 03P 0102
	15A NCAC 03P .0102 CONTESTED CASE HEARING PROCEDURES
	Administrative Contested case hearings shall be held in accordance with G.S. 150B, and the administrative hearing procedures codified at 15A NCAC 1B .0200.Article 3 of Chapter 150B of the General Statutes.


	15A NCAC 03P 0201
	SECTION .0200 - DECLARATORY RULINGS
	15A NCAC 03P .0201 DECLARATORY RULINGS: GENERALLY
	At the request of any person aggrieved, as defined in G.S. 150B-2(6), the Marine Fisheries Commission may issue a declaratory ruling as provided in G.S. 150B-4.150B-4 and rules of this Section.



	15A NCAC 03P 0202
	15A NCAC 03P .0202 PROCEDURE FOR REQUESTING DECLARATORY RULINGS
	(a)  All requests for a declaratory ruling shall be filed submitted in writing with the Director of the to the Marine Fisheries Commission Chair and addressed to the Marine Fisheries Commission Office, Division of Marine Fisheries, Department of Envir...
	(b)  All requests shall include the following:
	(1) the aggrieved person's petitioner's name and address;
	(2) the rule, statute statute, or order upon which a ruling is desired;
	(3) a concise statement as to whether the request is for a ruling onon:
	(A) the validity of a rule or rule;
	(B) on the applicability of a rule, order order, or statute to a given factual situation; or
	(C) a conflict or inconsistency within the Commission or the Department of Environmental Quality regarding interpretation of a law or rule adopted by the Commission;
	(4) arguments or data which that demonstrate that the petitioner is aggrieved by the rule or statute or its potential application to him;the petitioner;
	(5) a statement of the consequences of a failure to issue a declaratory ruling in favor of the petitioner; and
	(6) a draft of the proposed ruling; and
	(7) a statement of whether an oral argument is desired, and, if so, the reasons for requesting such an oral argument.
	(b)(c)  A request for a ruling on the validity of a Commission rule shall state the petitioner's reasons for questioning the validity of the rule and a brief or legal memorandum supporting the petitioner's position. A request for a ruling on the appli...
	(d)  In the manner provided in G.S. 150B-23(d), any other person may request to intervene in the request for declaratory ruling. The request to intervene shall be determined by the Commission Chair.
	(c)  Before deciding the merits of the request, the Commission may:
	(d)  Unless the Division waives the opportunity to be heard, it shall be a party to any request for declaratory ruling. Upon written request, the requesting party and the Division may each be allowed to present oral arguments to the Commission at a re...
	(e)  Whenever the Commission believes "for good cause" that the issuance of a declaratory ruling is undesirable, the Commission may refuse to issue such ruling. The Commission shall notify in writing the person requesting the ruling, stating the reaso...
	(f)  For purposes of Paragraph (e) of this Rule, the Commission shall ordinarily refuse to issue a ruling on a request for declaratory ruling on finding that:
	(g)  The Commission shall keep a record of each declaratory ruling, which shall include at a minimum the following items:
	(h)  A declaratory ruling is binding on the Commission and the person requesting it unless it is altered or set aside by the court. The Commission may not retroactively change a declaratory ruling, but nothing in this Section prevents the Commission f...
	(i)  Unless the requesting party consents to the delay, failure of the Commission to issue a ruling on the merits or deny the request within 60 days of receipt of the request for such ruling shall constitute a denial of the request as well as a denial...


	15A NCAC 03P 0203
	15A NCAC 03P .0203 DEFINITIONDISPOSITION OF REQUESTS FOR DECLARATORY RULING
	(a)  The Marine Fisheries Commission Chair shall make a determination on the completeness of a request for declaratory ruling based on the requirements of this Section.
	(b)  Before the Commission decides the merits of the request, the Commission Chair may:
	(c)  Unless the Division of Marine Fisheries waives the opportunity to be heard, it shall be a party to any request for declaratory ruling. The Division shall be allowed to present a written response and oral arguments to the Commission at a regularly...
	(d)  The Commission shall make a decision to grant or deny the request in accordance with G.S. 150B-4.
	(e)  The Commission shall deny the request upon making any of the following findings:
	(f)  The Commission shall keep a record of each declaratory ruling, which shall include the following items:
	(g)  For purposes of Rule .0202 of this Section, a declaratory ruling shall be deemed to be "in effect" until in effect until:
	(1) the statute or rule interpreted by the declaratory ruling is repealed or the relevant provisions of the statute or rule are amended or altered;amended, altered or repealed;
	(2) any court of the Appellate Division of the General Court of Justice construes the statute or rule that is the subject of the declaratory ruling in a manner plainly irreconcilable with the declaratory ruling;
	(3) until the Commission changes the declaratory ruling prospectively for good reasons;prospectively; or
	(4) until any court sets aside the declaratory ruling in litigation between the Commission or Department of Environment and Natural Resources Environmental Quality and the party requesting the ruling.rule; or until any court of the Appellate Division ...


	15A NCAC 03P 0301
	SECTION .0300 - PETITIONS FOR RULEMAKING
	15A NCAC 03P .0301 FORM AND CONTENTS OF PETITIONPETITIONS for rulemaking
	(a)  Any person wishing to request the adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule of the Marine Fisheries Commission (hereinafter referred to as the Commission) shall make his submit the person's request in a written petition addressed to the Chairman o...
	(b)  The petition shall specify it is filed pursuant to G.S. 150B-20 and shall contain the following information:
	(c)  The petitioner may include the following information within the request:
	(1) the statutory authority for the agency to promulgate the rules;
	(2) a statement of the cost factors for persons affected by the proposed rules;
	(3) a statement explaining the computation of the cost factors;
	(4) a description, including the names and addresses, if known, of those most likely to be affected by the proposed rules; and
	(5) documents and data supporting the proposed rules.
	(c)  When petitions and supporting documents and data exceed 10 pages in length, 15 copies of the entire petition and any attachments shall be submitted.
	(d)  In its review of the proposed rules, the Commission shall consider:
	(1) whether it has the authority to adopt the rules;
	(2) the effect of the proposed rules on existing rules, programs, and practices;
	(3) probable costs and cost factors of the proposed rules; and
	(4) the impact of the rules on the public and regulated entities.
	(d)(e)  Petitions A petition failing to contain the required information shall be returned by the Marine Fisheries Commission Chairman.Chair.



	15A NCAC 03P 0302
	15A NCAC 03P .0302 REVIEW of rulemaking petitionS BY A COMMITTEE OF THE COMMISSION
	(a)  The Marine Fisheries Commission Chairman Chair may refer duly submitted petitions complete petitions, as set forth in Rule .0301 of this Section, to the appropriate standing advisory committee(s) committees or other advisory committee(s) committe...
	(b)  The Chairman Within 10 days of the assignment of the complete petition, the Chair of the Committee assigned to review a submitted petition for rulemaking shall announce the date of a meeting to consider the petition within 10 days of the assignme...
	(c)  At least 15 days before the Committee meeting, the Committee Chairman Chair shall send notice of the Committee meeting to the petitioner, members of the Commission, and persons who have requested notice of petitions for rulemaking.
	(d)  The If the petition is referred to a Committee, the petitioner shall be afforded the opportunity to present the petition for rulemaking to the Committee. The Fisheries Director, through Division of Marine Fisheries staff, or their legal counsel m...
	(e)  The Committee Chair shall allow one interested person to present the viewpoint of those who oppose initiating rulemaking. The Committee Chair may determine whether additional interested persons shall make oral presentations before the Committee.
	(e)(f)  Interested At least 10 days before the Committee meeting, interested persons must shall request the opportunity to make a presentation to the Committee(s) Committees through the Committee(s) chair(s).Chairs of the Committees. The request shall:
	(f)  The Chairman of the Committee will determine whether a public meeting should be conducted by the Committee before it makes a recommendation on the petition for rulemaking.
	(g)  During the Committee=s Committee's review, members of the Commission, other than Committee members, who are present may participate as a member of the Committee in discussions of the petition but may not vote on the recommended action on the peti...


	15A NCAC 03P 0303
	15A NCAC 03P .0303 PRESENTATION of rulemaking petitionS TO THE COMMISSION
	(a)  Petitions A complete petition for rulemaking, when deemed complete by the Marine Fisheries Commission Chairman, as set forth in Rule .0301 of this Section, shall be presented to the Marine Fisheries Commission for its consideration and determinat...
	(b)  If the petition for rulemaking was reviewed by a Committee pursuant to Rule .0302 of this Section, the petition and the Committee's recommended action shall be presented through the Chair of the Committee or other designated member of the Committ...
	(c)  For a petition not referred to a Committee, the Commission Chair shall allow one interested person to present the viewpoint of those who oppose initiating rulemaking. The Commission Chair may determine whether additional interested persons shall ...
	(1) state the interest of the person;
	(2) state the person's position on the petition for rulemaking; and
	(3) be accompanied by supporting materials.
	(b)(d)  Within 120 days following submission of the petition requesting rulemaking, the Marine Fisheries Commission shall:


	15A NCAC 03P 0304
	15A NCAC 03P .0304 RECOURSE TO DENIAL OF THE PETITION

	15A NCAC 03R 0110
	15a ncac 03r .0110 CRAB SPAWNING SANCTUARIES
	The crab spawning sanctuaries within which the taking of crabs may be restricted or prohibited are described as follows: referenced in 15A NCAC 03L .0205 are delineated in the following coastal fishing waters:
	(1) in Areas from Barden Inlet and North:
	(2) in Areas from Beaufort Inlet and West and South:


	15A NCAC 03R 0111
	15a ncac 03r .0111 PURSE SEINES PROHIBITED
	The areas referenced in 15A NCAC 03J .0105(b)(1) are delineated in the following coastal fishing waters of the Atlantic Ocean:
	(a)(1)  It is unlawful to take menhaden or Atlantic thread herring by the use of a purse seine from in the Atlantic Ocean within an area bounded by a line extending from a point near the Bald Head Lighthouse (33  52.3500' N - 78  00.3000' W) 33  52.35...
	(b)(2)  It is unlawful to take menhaden or Atlantic thread herring by the use of a purse seine from in the Atlantic Ocean from May 1 through September 30:
	(c)(3)  It is unlawful to take menhaden or Atlantic thread herring by the use of a purse seine from the in the Atlantic Ocean from October 1 through December 31:


	15A NCAC 03R 0118
	15A NCAC 03R .0118 EXEMPTED CRAB POT ESCAPE rING aREASCrab harvest MANAGEMENT areas
	The areas referenced in 15A NCAC 03J .0301(g) 03L .0201(a) and (b) are delineated in the following coastal fishing waters:
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	15A NCAC 18A 0135
	15A NCAC 18A .0135 PERMITS
	(a)  No person shall It shall be unlawful to operate a processing facility without a permit issued by the Division.first obtaining a Crustacea Permit and Certificate of Compliance from the Division of Marine Fisheries.
	(b)  No person shall operate a repacker facility without a repacker permit issued by the Division.
	(c)(b)  Application for a permit shall be submitted in writing on an application form available from to the Division. Application forms may be obtained from the Division, P.O. Box 769, 3441 Arendell Street, Morehead City, NC 28557.
	(d)(c)  No permit shall be issued by the Division until an inspection by the Division shows that the facility and equipment comply with applicable rules of this Section. The owner or responsible person shall sign the completed inspection sheet to ackn...
	(e)  A permit issued to one person is not transferrable to another person.
	(f)  The permit shall be posted in a conspicuous place in the facility.  All permits shall expire on March 31 of each year.
	(g)  All permits shall expire on March 31 of each year and are non-transferrable.
	(g)(h)  Plans and specifications for proposed new construction, expansion of operations operations, or changes in operating processes shall be submitted to the Division for review and approval prior to beginning construction.construction or making a c...
	(h)(i)  A permit may be revoked or suspended pursuant to G.S. 130A-23.in accordance with 15A NCAC 03O .0504.
	(i)  The owner or responsible person shall sign the completed inspection sheet to acknowledge receipt of the inspection sheet.


	15A NCAC 18A 0302
	15A NCAC 18A .0302 PERMITS
	(a)  No person shall It shall be unlawful to operate any of the following facilities without a permit issued by the Division:first obtaining a Shellfish Dealer Permit and Certificate of Compliance from the Division of Marine Fisheries:
	(b)  No person shall It shall be unlawful to operate as a shellstock dealer without a permit issued by the Division.first obtaining a Shellfish Dealer Permit and Certificate of Compliance from the Division.
	(c)  A permit may be issued to a reshipper when required for out of state shipment.It shall be unlawful to operate as a reshipper without first obtaining a Shellfish Dealer Permit and Certificate of Compliance from the Division if shellfish are purcha...
	(d)  Approval for wet storage of shellstock shall be granted only to persons permitted pursuant to this Rule.
	(e)  Application for a permit shall be submitted in writing to the Division at the Shellfish Sanitation Office, Fisheries Building, Arendell Street, Morehead City, North Carolina, 28557.Division. Application forms are available may be obtained from th...
	(f)  No permit shall be issued by the Division until an inspection by the Division shows that the facilities facility and equipment comply with all applicable rules Rules in Sections .0300 through .0800 of this Subchapter. The owner or responsible per...
	(g)  All permits shall be posted in a conspicuous place in the facilities. All permits shall expire on April 30 of each year.facility.
	(h)  All permits shall expire on April 30 of each year and are non-transferrable.
	(h)(i)  Plans and specifications for proposed new construction or remodeling construction, expansion of operations, or changes in operating processes shall be submitted to the Division for review and approval.approval prior to beginning construction o...
	(i)(j)  A permit may be revoked or suspended pursuant to G.S. 130A-23.in accordance with 15A NCAC 03O .0504.


	15A NCAC 18A 0303
	15A NCAC 18A .0303 RELAYING PERMITS

	15A NCAC 18A 0304
	15A NCAC 18A .0304 DEPURATION HARVESTING PERMITS

	15A NCAC 18A 0425
	15A NCAC 18A .0425 TAGGING Dealer tags
	(a)  In order that information may be available to the Division with reference to the origin of shellstock, Consistent with the rules of this Section, it shall be unlawful to possess containers holding shellstock shall be identified with without a uni...
	(b)  The uniform dealer tag or label shall remain attached to the shellstock container until the container is empty and thereafter shall be kept on file file, in chronological order, for 90 days.
	(c)  All shellstock from a depuration facility must be identified as having been cleansed by a depuration facility identified by a name and permit number on the tag.


	15A NCAC 18A 0912
	15A NCAC 18A .0912 SHELLFISH MANAGEMENT AREAS





